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as been inserted by the committee. I submit 
hat it is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order to move 
to strike out any portion of what the committee 
have determined to insert. The Chair decides, 
therefore, that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Llinois is not in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the committee 
do now rise, for the purpose of terminating the 
debate upon this section. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I donot yield the floor for 
that purpose. s 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order. 
L ask if it is competent for a member to obtain the 
door and keep it until he finds what amendment 
he wants to offer? 

The CHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman from 
Illinois offer an amendment? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Yes, sir; I desire to know 
whether it is in order to strike out any portion of 
the section? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in order to move to 
strike out any portion of the amendment, except 
that which has been inserted by the committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to strike out the 
words ** Postmaster General.”’ 

I move this amendment for the purpose of say- 
ing a few words in relation to this matter. Sir, 
I do not see that there is anything dangerous 
in this amendment as it came from the Senate, 
and containing the name of any particular per- 
son who is to be the recipient of this contract. 
Now, sir, | perceive a very wide distinction be- 
tween the Collins line of steamers and the line of 
steamers we propose to authorize by this con- 
tract, to run between California and China. But 
there is another object we have in view in encour- 
aving a line of this kind, which I conceive to be 


far more important than that of carrying the mail. | 


The mail service will be performed between the 
two countries, and that will be the means of open- 
ing up a trade and commerce between them. That 
is the great object to be accomplished on the part 
of this Government; and as I have said, it is an 
object vastly more important than the mere fact 


of having a postal communication between the | 


two nations. In that view of the case, there is no 
kind of analogy between the Collins line of steam- 
ers and the line of steamers which will be estab- 
lished by this armendment, if it shall become a 
law. 

There was a commerce already in existence be- 
tween Great Britain and this country when the 
Collins line was established; and not only that, 
but there was a commercial competition, the ex- 
istence of which induced this Government to lend 
its patronage to that particular line of steamers. 
In that case, the effect was to crush down all com- 
petition which might spring up upon the part of 
private individuals. But here the Government 
will be encouraging a proposition which is to build 
up a commerce where there is not, and cannot 
from the nature of things be, any competition 
upon the part of private individuals. Should it 
not, then, be the policy of this Government to en- 
courage that commercial intercourse? And 1s it 
not best to do so by giving this contract to a pri- 
vate individual, and through him open this trade 
between the two nations, which must of necessity 
be highly beneficial to this Government? These 
are the reasons which have induced me to support 
this amendment as it came from the Senate. I be- 
lieve it is better calculated to carry out the great 
object which we have in view, and to carry out 
that policy which it is for the interest of the coun- 
try to pursue, than anything we can adopt. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. STANLY. I want to move an amend- 
ment to this section. I moveto add the following: 

Provided, That the contractors under this law shall not 
hereafter call upon Congress for any pecuniary aid. 

Mr. Chairman, I concur fully in the excellent 


reraarks made by the chairman of the Committee | 


on Ways and Means, (Mr. Hovsron,] that if we 
are to encourage by law such a project as this, it 
should have been introduced into this House be- 
fore this time and this hour of the session. 
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Mr. STUART. I call the gentleman from North 
Carolina to order. He is not showing why } is 
amendment should be adopted, and I insist t! at 
he shall be confined in his remarks to that strict y. 
_ Mr. STANLY. | hope my friend from Mu h- 
igan will not interrupt me. 

Mr.STUART. Well, sir, we have more busi- 
ness than the House can get through with. 

Mr. STANLY. Who brought this busiress 
here? I did not. 

Mr. STUART. 
force the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from N orth 
Carolina must confine his remarks to the explana- 
tion of his amendment. 

Mr. STANLY. I am in order. Sir, | am 
against this amendment of the Senate, and against 
this whole business. Here we are within five min- 
utes of twelve o’clock—the last day of the session 
—and a proposition is brought forward involving 
the whole policy of the country, and gentlemen 
say we must pass it through without discussion, 
or we shall not have time for the transaction of 
other business. That is the way everything in 
this House is passed. Sir, I object to this kind 
of legislation. I do not want any more Collins 
line business. Let this proposition go to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, or some other officer of 
the Government, and let it come before this House 
in the regular manner. Sir, the better judgment 
of this House must tell them that we ought not to 
pass these important measures at the present time. 
Our sober senses tell us it is not right. These 
projects are brought here with the expectation that 
they will be rushed through the House, in the last 
hours of the session, when there is such an amount 
of business pressing upon us that gentlemen hardly 
know what passes, and what does not. I hope 
the whole matter will be voted down. 

The question now being upon the adoption of 
the amendment to the amendment, 

Mr.CAMPBELL, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
an amendment: 

And that the ships so employed shall not be allowed to 
earry freight or passengers tor hire prior to the end of the 
next session of Congress, and that in the mean time the 
President be requested to enter into negotiations with the 
Governments of Great Britain, France, and other foreign 
nations, with a view of making such regulations as may be 
necessary to prevent the interference with private enterprise 
by vessels owned or sustained wholly orin part by Govern 
ments, and thatsuch vessels may be prevented from carrying 
freight and passengers, so as to come into competition with 
the ships owned by individuals or corporations, and pro 
viding for letting out to the lowest bidder the carrying of 
the mails. 

1 hope the Chair will rule this to be in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that is 
in order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to say but a sin- 
gle word in reference to it. 

Mr. STUART. 

I ask the Chair whether it is in order to regulate 
the carrying of freight in this bill? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Certainly it is. If we 
make this contract with these parues, we can im- 
pose what conditions we choose. 

Mr. STUART. Well, sir, 1 desire to have the 
decision of the Chair at least. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment to be in order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It will be recollected that 
when the Collins line was under discussion in this 
House, that loffered a similar amendment to that; 
but it was voted down, because the friends of that 
measure were against it. | believe, if it had been 
adopted, it would have had a tendency to strength- 
en the measure, rather than otherwise. But l now 
bring forward this proposition again by itself, 
and | hope it will be adopted. It is known that 
we were induced to vote that appropriation to the 
Collins line, mainly to enable them to compete 
with another line of steamships which were sup- 
ported by the British Government. The mer- 
| chants were all opposed to this appropriation, be- 
cause they said these ships which were supported 
|| by the patronage of the Government, would, of 


I ask that the Chair shall en- 


I move the following as 





I rise to a question of order. | 


course, underwork private enterprise; and that 
the effect of the system would be to ruin our pri- 
vate commerce, But I was one of those who 
believed that if we allowed the Collins line to go 
down, Great Britain would immediately increase 
the number of ships upon the Cunard line, and 
the result would be that our private commerce 
would suffer far more than it possibly could from 
any competition of the Collins line, and that Great 
Britain would reap the benefits. 1 think, there- 
fore, it may have been good policy, as Great Bri- 
tain had embarked in this matter, to fit outa line 
which should compete with her. 

Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to this whole 
thing of establishing new lines of steamers under 
the patronage of the Government. I beg gentle- 
men to remember that if we go into this system, 
we shall have to meet the competition of the Gov- 
ernments of Great Britain and France, which have 
expended, and are expending, larger sums of 
money upon their naval armaments than we are 
able toexpend uponours. If these lines are to be 
supported by the Government, the result will be 
that the Governments of Europe will outstrip us 
as much in this as they do in their present naval 
armaments. But if you will leave it entirely to 
private enterprise, our people will underwork 
those of any nation in the world. Our mer- 
chant marine is increasing faster than that of any 
nation upon the face of the earth; and if you leave 
this matter entirely to private enterprise, you will 
find that we shall be ahead of all the world; but 
if this Government are to advance money to ena- 
ble a particular line to underwork the others, you 
will very soon find that the Governments of 
France and Great Britain will be willing to spend 
ten dollars where we spend one. 

My amendment simply requests the President, 
between this and the next Congress, to enter into 
such arrangements as may be necessary to carry 
out this object; and, for one, if I should ever be 
here again, I should be willing to vote for a law 
which would provide that no vessel wholly, or in 
part, sustained by any Government, should come 
into any of our ports for freight or passengers. I 
am willing to adopt that line of policy. But, in 
the mean time, you must not do injustice to the 
contracts you have already made. ‘In about two 
years, the term of our contract with the Collins 
line will expire, and then | am willing to get rid 
of our support of that, and the other lines, upon 
the best terms we can, and adopt the line of policy 
| have suggestedy bh hope we shall now take the 
initiative steps for establishing such a policy, and 
authorize the President to make such arrange- 
ments as may be necessary, and report to the 
next Congress, and thus enable us to act intelli- 
gently in relation to the matter. 
~ [Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. GORMAN. Mr. Chairman, I do not in- 
tend to make any reply to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, but I desire that we 
shall come to a vote upon this Senate amendment; 
and if I can get the floor after the amendment of 
the gentleman from North Carolina is disposed of, 
I shall move that the committee rise for the pur- 
pose of stopping debate upon this particular section. 

A Member. Why don’t you make the motion 
now while you have the floor. 

Mr.GORMAN. Iwill. I move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. 
Seymour, of Connecticut) reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union had, 
according to order, had the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the bill making ap- 
propriations for the service of the Post Office De 
partment during the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1854, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. GORMAN. I move to suspend the rule 
allowing five-minutes debate in the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union upon the sec- 
tion of the Post Office appropriation bill last under 

) consideration. 
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The question was put, and (two thirds voting 
in the affirmative) the rule was suspended. 

; ’ 

Mr. GORMAN. I now move that the rules be 
suspel ded, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. A 

The question was put, and the motion was 
perres d to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Seymour, of Connecticut, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the Post Office ap- 

‘propriation bill, the question pending being upon 
the adoption of the amendment offered by the gen- 
tlernan from North Carolina, [Mr. Cuineman. } 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment was rejected. 

TheCHAIRMAN. ‘The question recurs upon 
the Senate amendment. 

Mr. MACE.  Loffer the following amendment: 

That E. K. Collins & Co., of the Collins line of steamers, 
receive no more compensation than prior to the last session 
of this Congress. 

Mr. STUART. I rise to a question of order. 
I submit that the amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair rules the 
amendment out of order, on the ground that it is 
not connected with the Shanghai line. 

Mr. McCORKLE. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

He it further enacted, That the Postmaster General is 
hereby directed and authorized to require the regular mail 
steamers from San Franciseo to Oregon to deliver the Uni 
ted States mails at the city of Trinidad, and at some point 
on Humboldt bay; also, to establish a mail route by land 
from Trinidad, via Uniontown, Eureka, and Buck’s Port, 
to Eel river, and from Uniontown, via Big Bar, on ‘I'rinity 
river, to Weaversville. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order. 
I submit that the amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE. 
lowing amendment: 

Provided, That the rates of postage between San Fran- 
ciseo and Shanghai shall not exceed the relative rates (to 
be computed by distance) now charged for the same de- 
scription of mail matter between New York and Liverpool. 


Mr. PHELPS. 
is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair is inclined to 
think that the amendment is not in order. 

The question was then taken upon concurring 
in the Senate amendment, and it was decided in 
the negative. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the committee do 
now rise, and report the bill to the House. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
acreed to. 

‘The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 
committee (Mr. Seymour) reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the state of the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
Senate amendments to House bill No. 350, making 
appropriations for the service of the Pest Office 
Department for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1854, and had directed him to report tothe House 
sundry amendments to the Senate amendments, 
with a recommendation that the House concur in 
some, and non-concur in others. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
upon the amendments. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Before the gentleman calls 
for the previous question, I desire to say a word 
or two in explanation of one of the amendments. 
I stated to the committee that I had conferred with 
one member of the Finance Committee of the 
Senate, in regard to the amendment which repeals 
the third section of the Post Office bill of the last 
session. Since that time I have ascertained that 
the information I obtained was incorrect, and the 
amendment which the Senate have adopted ac- 
complishes what I desired. Now, the salaries of 
the route agents are $1,000 in every case. Some of 
the routes are twenty-five miles in length, and 
some two hundred, and the object of the amend- 
ment is to repeal that section, so as to leave it at 
the discretion of the Postmaster General to pay 
them according to their services. 

-« Mr. PHELPS. Now I move the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken upon concurring 


I offer the fol- 


I submit that the amendment 


I move the previous question 
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in the action of the Committee of the Whole upon 
the several Senate amendments above inserted, 
and it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move thatthe vote by which 
the action of the Committee of the Whole was con- 


curred in be reconsidered, and that the motion to | 


reconsider lie upon the table. 

The question was taken on the latter motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

POST ROUTE BILL. 

Mr. OLDS. I ask the consent of the House to 
have taken up and considered the Senate amend- 
ments to the post route bill. 

There was no objection; and the bill, with the 
amendments, was taken'up for consideration. 

Mr. OLDS. Several of the Senate amendments 
relate only to post routes. There are other sec- 
tions added to the bill, containing other amend- 
ments. I move that the amendments which relate 
to post routes be concurred in. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question wi!l be taken 
on all those amendments by one vote, if there is no 
objection. 

No objection was made, and the question was 
put upon concurring to the several Senate amend- 
ments relating to post routes; and they were 
agreed to. 

The next Senate amendment was then read, as 
follows: 

‘+ And he it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be authorized and required to establish a tri-weekly mail 
between Bainbridge and Appalachicola.’’ 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to amend that amend- 
ment by striking out the words ** tri-weekly.”’ 

The question was put, and the amendment to 
the amendment was agreed to. 

The Senate amendment as amended was adopt- 
ed. 

The next Senate amendment was read, as fol- 
lows: 


“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all railroads 
and parts of railroads which are wow or hereafter may be in 
operation, be, and the same are hereby, declared to be post- 
roads ; and the Postmaster General may contract for car- 
rying the mails thereon according to existing laws.”’ 


The question was taken, and the Senate amend- 
ment was concurred in, 


The next Senate amendment in order was read, 
as follows: ' 

““Sec.4. And be it further enacted, Thatthe Auditor of 
the Treasury for the Post Office Department be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to allow the postmaster at Richmond, 
Virginia, and the postmaster at Cleveland, Ohio, such ad- 


ditional compensation on the mail matter distributed by | 


them, respectively, since the Ist day of June, 1851, as will, 
with the commissions already allowed them, make their 
annual compensation equal to $2,000 each, since the said 
Ist day of June, 1851.”’ 

Mr. OLDS. I will merely remark that those 
two distributing offices have been established 
since the law was passed fixing the amount of 
compensation of the distributing offices, in conse- 
quence of which the Auditor of the Post Office 
thinks he has no authority to pay them the same 
compensation as is paid to other distributing of- 
fices. 

Mr. CLARK. Those are important offices, 
and this is an important amendment, and it ought 
to be concurred in. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Aspury Dickrns, its Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate insist upon 
their amendments disagreed to by the louse, and 
disagree to the amendments of the House to the 
Senate amendments to the bill of the House ma- 
king appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending 30th June, 1854; and ask a committee of 


conference with the House upon the said disagree- | 


ing votes. ] 
POST ROUTE BILL. 

Mr. STANLY. I hope the committee will not 
adopt that amendment. It is in the nature of a 
private claim. If it provided for the future, and 
not the past, I might be disposed to yield it my 
support, but it gives additional compensation to 
those who have held lucrative offices. It is wrong 
in principle, and [ hope that the House will not 
sanction it. 

Mr. CLARK. It is right that they should re- 
ceive this additional compensation from the time 
they were made distributing officers. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was non-concurred in. 


' e 
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The fifth amendment of the Senate, to insert 
an additional section, was read, as follows: 

‘Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That hereafter, as 
the offices of the Assistant Postmasters General, or either 
of them, shall be vacated, the appointment of his successor 
shall be made by the President ot the United States, by ang 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, at the same ga)- 
ary as thatof the Auditor for the Post Office Departmen; - 
That an Assistant Postmaster General shall be appointed as 
aforesaid, and at the compensation aforesaid, to be ery, 
ployed in the inspection of the mail service, or such other 
duties as the Postmaster General shall assign him ; and that 
$500 per annum be allowed and paid to the Assistant Post 
inaster General upon whom the law devolves the duties and 
powers of Postmaster General in case of his absence, deat); 
or resignation. ”? : 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to know what 
is the necessity for creating this new regiment of 
officers. We have been getting along well enouch 
with the old ones, and I do not see why we cannot 
still get alone with them. 

Mr. FITCH. If the amendment be divisible, | 
demand a separate vote on each paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is divis- 
ible, and the question will be first taken on the 
first branch of it, as follows: 

“ And be it further enacted, That hereafter as the offices 
of the Assistant Postmasters General, or either of them, shal! 
be vacated, the appointment of his successor shal! be made 
by the President of the United States, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, at the same salary as that 
of the Auditor of the Post Office Department. ”’ 

Mr. OLDS. I will give but a single word of 
explanation of that amendment of the Senate. 
The Auditor of the Post Office Department re- 
ceives a salary equal to that of the heads of bu- 
reaus, viz: $3,000 per annum, while the First and 
Second Assistant Postmasters receive only $2,500) 
each per annum. ‘They are, in fact, at the head 
of distinct bureaus, and this amendment proposes 
to put them on the same footing with the Auditor 
of the Post Office Department—$3,000 per annum. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the amendment will 
be rejected. 

Mr. OLDS. 
| rejected or not. 

Mr. FITCH. Those officers are entitled to the 
increase of $500 to their salary. The remaining 
| portion of the section of the Senate is one which 
the committee ought to concur in. It removes an 
Executive patronage which is sometimes bestowed 
injudiciously, and gives it to the Senate to confirm 
or reject the appointments. I sincerely hope that 
portion of the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. OLDS. I demand tellers on concurring in 
the first portion of the amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is it now in order to move an 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move tostrike out that por- 
tion relating to salaries. 
| Mr. OLDS. I only ask that the committee 
will vote understandingly. I have no feeling 
about this matter as to whether the salaries of the 
First and Second Assistant Postmasters shall be 
increased or diminished; but you have an Auditor 
| of the Post Office Department in the same building 


as 


I do not much care whether it is 


|| with them, to whom you give a salary of $3,000 


| per annum—$500 more than you givethem. They 
have as much business to do, and as responsible 
duties to discharge as the Auditor; and they are 
| as much atthe head of a bureauas he is. Ido not 
think that it is right, while he is receiving $3,000 
per annum, they should be only receiving $2,500. 
‘The Auditors in all the other offices receive $3,000 
per annum. 

’ Mr. HUNTER. Why not cut them down? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman has 
started at the wrong end. Bring down the salary 
| of the Auditor. We have got on the wrong course, 
| and the sooner we get right the better. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have no objection to the sec- 
tionas itnow stands. Those Assistant Postmas- 
ters are only the chief clerks of the Postmaster 
Geierel, ond | desire to see him retain the appoint- 
| ing power in hisownhands. 1 have always been 
in favor of his doing so. I have no objection, so 
|| far as the increase of salary is concerned; but 
when you compare their services with those of the 
Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office De- 
| partment, you will find that he has more respon- 
sible dutiesto discharge than eitherof them. The 
Auditor is not a part of the Post Office establish- 
' ment; he belongs to the Treasury Department. 
| Mr. RICHARDSON. I would ask my friend 
whether, if we were to cut down the salaries to 
'| $2,500, there would be the slightest difficulty in 








in 





1853. 


tring along, 


or in getting gentlemen to fill the || 


Mr. PHE LPS. I think not. I haveno doubt 
that there are many patriotic gentlemen who are 
eager to fill them. (Laughter. | 

Mr. CLARK. I am in favor of the whole 
proposition, both in giving their appointment to 
P resident and the Senate, and in increasing 
their salaries. I think my whole course here will 
show that I have been in favor of economy—of 
strict and rigid economy; but | am not afraid to 
say here that [ think proper compensation ought 
be given to the functionaries of the Govern- 
ment; and I am especially in favor of justice and 
equality. The position occu pied by those fune- 
tionaries is equal in power, in duty, and in dig- 
nity, to that of the Auditor or that of the head of 
any bureau. The gentleman from Illinois asks 
whether we are to believe, if the salaries of these 
officers were cut down to $2,500 per annum, we 
could not get men enough to fill them? 1 would 
inquire of him whether, if the per diem of mem- 
bers was cut down to four dollars per day, you 
could not get men enough to come here? Un- 
questionably you could. That is a very errone- 
ous view of the subject. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I would ask 
the gentleman from Iowa whether the duties of 
these officers have become more arduous, or 
whether there is any reason why their salaries 
should be increased; or whether, in his opinion, 
Democrats cannot discharge these duties as faith- 
fully, and for the same salary, as the Whigs have 


j 
CLARK. 


the 


to 


qaoner 

Mr. I do not know how that may 
be a Chairman, neither do I care. I do not 
know | yut that you could get men enough to fill 
them at $1,500 per annum, but Lam willing to say 


that I believe the present compensation is a small 


ene. You have increased, by a certain per cent. 
the salaries of the larger number of the Govern- 


ment employees, and I do not see why those who 
are called to discharge certain duties should not be 
paid as well as others who are called to discharge 
certain other duties of no greater moment or im- 
portance. I think, sir, that equity and even- 
handed justice, here and everywhere, is right and 
beautiful, and [ hope the whole proposition will 
prevail. 

Mr.RICHARDSON. I will detain the commit- 
tee only for a very few minutes. When a propo- 
sition is brought forward for the increase of the 
salary of one officer, we are asked to increase the 
salaries of all others. My experience here for six 
years is that your legislation operates to put poli- 


ticians instead of business men in office. The 
merchants in the city employ their clerks, who 
work the entire day, for $600, $700, $800, and 


$1,000 per annum, and they have their business 
well and faithfully performed, while you give your 
clerks, who are not business men, $1,500 and 
$1,800. This eternal argument is now brought 
forward, that because you raise the salary of 
some you ought to raise the salaries of all others. 
If gentlemen are determined to act with reference 
to the matter, the better plan would be to level 
down. 

Mr. SWEETSER. The practice has always 
been to level up. [Laughter.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thatis my experience. 
The gentleman thinks there is some terror in the 
fact of your cutting down the salaries of members 
of Congress. 

Mr. CLARK. Not at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. So long as I holda seat 
on this floor I will vote for retaining the per diem 
of members of Congress at what itis. I shall favor 
neither an increase norareduction. If gentlemen 
do not want to come here at their present pay, it 
is very easy to get gentlemen who will. 

Mr. CLARK. I hope the gentleman from Illi- 
nois will not do me injustice. I did not saya 

word in reference to reducing the per diem of mem- 
bers here. I put a hypothetical case. I said that 
I supposed if the per diem were reduced one half, 
you could get men enough to come here—such as 
they would be. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Senate have returned 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, and ask 
for a committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses. I move the appoint- 
ment of the committee on the part of the House. 


The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to; and Messrs. Hovusron, Sranty, and 
Dawson were appointed. 

POST ROUTE 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ihave buta single word 
further to s: iy. The Democratic party assumed a 
v0licy during the late presidential « sanvass very 
different from the one evidenced by these propo- 
sitions for the increase of salaries. We went be- 
fore thie country and told the people that it cost at 
present too much money to administer the Gov- 
ernment, and that if its administration were put 
into the hands of Democrats, more economy would 
be observed. The ne of our pledges will 
be demanded, and it especially devolves on the 
Democratic party of this ouse to resist all ex- 
penditures of the public money for additions to 
salaries of Government employees, and to vote 
only for judictous appropriations for the various 
necessities of the country. 


BILL. 


If these improper ap- 
propriations be persisted in, they will and ought 
to break us down. I 
tion. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Hun- 
rER to strike out the words ‘‘at the same salary 
as that of the Auditor of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, 

Tellers were ordered; 
LirrLe were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
that there were—ayes 91, noes not counted. 

So the amendment to the amendment 
to. 


call for the previous ques- 


and Messrs. Haut and 


was agreed 


LOBBY MEMBERS—INTRUDERS. 
Mr. WILCOX. I rise to what I conceive to 


be a question of privilege. We are within a very 
few hours of the adjournment of the present ses- 
sion of Congress, and the most important matters 
to be transacted are now upon your table. It is 
a matter of impossibility for us, as representatives 
of the people, to act intelligibly while there is so 
much confusion in the House; and believing it to 
be a question of privilege, | ask you, Mr. Speak- 
er, to have this Hall cleared of every person who 
is not a member of Congress. Frequently you 
ask us to take our seats, but we have no seats to 
take. It is natural enough for citizens to be anx- 
ious to see how public business is transacted, but 
let them remain in the galleries, or without the 
bar; and I ask for an of the rules 
rigidly, in that respect. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
call the attention of the House to the reading of 
the 17th rule, viz: 

17. No person except members of the Senate, their Sec- 
retary, Heads of Departments, Treasurer, Comptrollers, 
Register, Auditors, President’s Secretary, Chaplains to 
Congress, Judges of the United States, Foreign Ministers 
and their Secretaries, officers who, by name, have received 
or shall hereafter receive the thanks of Congress for their 
gallantry and good conduct displayed in the service of their 
country, the Governor for the time being of any State or 
Territory in the Union, such gentlemen as have been Heads 
of Departments or members of either branch of the National 
Legislature, the members of the Legislatures, for the time 
being, of the States and Territories ; and, at the discretion 
of the Speaker, persons who belong to such Legislatures of 
foreign Governments as are in amity with the United States, 
shall be admitted within the Hall of the House of Represent 
atives; and no person, not Known to the Doorkeeper to be 
entitled to the privilege of the floor, shall enter the Hall, un 
less the Doorkeeper shall be informed by a member that the 
individual is entitied to admission under this rule, and in 
what capacity. 

The SPEAKER. That is a rule intended to 
prevent the abuse now complained of. There are 
too many in the Hall not entitled, under that 
rule, to the privilege of the floor. 

Mr. HALL. The complaint of the gentleman 
from Mississippi was, that they were within the 
bar. 

The SPEAKER. These rules are made for the 
government of the House, and it is impossible for 
the Speaker, either the regular one, or any tempo- 
ri ay one, to enforce these rules ayainst the wishes 
and acts ofa majority of members of this House. 
no member of the House will invite or pass any 
one through the doors except such as are author- 
ized to come in under that rule, we will have no 
complaint of a crowd in this Flall. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I rise to a question 
privilege. In my judgment, the locatio 
seats in the area of the House has been the cause 


enforcement 


n of these 


| of more disturbance than any of which members 


if 


of 
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lain. I move that the area of the House be 
cleare d. 

‘he SPEAKER 
proposes that the area 
ce tt 


com] 


om r 
The ventleman 
| 


from Ohio 
ve cleared of the seats, ex- 
hose of the reporters, which were put there- 
by order of the House. 

The question was taken; 
disagree lL to. 


and the motion was 
POST ROUTE BILL. 

The question recurring on the first branch of the 
fifth amendment of the Senate as amended, it 
put, and decided in the negative. 


was 


The question recurred on the second branch of 
the Senate amendment, in the following words: 

** That an additional Assistant Postmaster General strall 
be appointed as aforesaid, and at the compensation afore 
said, to be emploved in the inspecting of mail serviee or 
such other dutie as the Postmaster General shall assign 
him; and that $500 per annum be allowed and paid to the 
Assistant Postmaster General upon whom the law devolves 
the duties and powers of Postmaster General in ease of his 
absence, death, or resignation.’ 


The question was taken on the second branch 


of the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

WW ' » ai ' 

The sixth amendment of the Sen ite, to insert 
an additonal ion, was read, as follows: 

‘Sec. 6. .4nd he it further enacted, That trom and after 
the Ist of April next, in place of the compensation now 
allowed deputy postmasters, tl Postmaster General be, 
and is hereby, authorized to allow them commissions at the 
tollowing rates, on the postage collected at theis respective 
offices, in each quarter of the year, and in due proportion 
for any period k than a quarter, viz: On any sum not ex 
ceeding #100, filly per cent., but any postmaster at whose 
office the mail is to arrive regularly between t hours ot 
nine o’clock at night and five o'clock in the mort ‘may 
be allowed sixty per cent. on the first S100: on every sum 
over and above 3100, but not exceeding $400, forty per 
cent on every sum over and above S400, but not exceed 
ing #2,400, thirty-five per cent. ; on every sum exceeding 
£2,400, fitteen per cent 

And on the amount of postages on letters and packages 
received ata distributing othee for distribution, the po { 
master at such distributing office may be allowed ten per 
cent. Every postmaster whose compensation shall not ex 


ceed $500 in one quarter, shall be allowed one cent for every 


free letter delivered out of his office, excepting such as are 
for the postmaster himself. But the special allowance 
now made by law to the postmasters at New Orleans and 
Washington city shall not otherwise be either increased or 


diminished. Each pos who shall be required to 


keep a register of the arrival and departure of the mails 
shall be allowed ten cents for each monthly return whieh he 


tinaster 


makes to the Postmaster General. Each postmaster may 
be allowed two mills for delivering from bis office to a sub 
scriber each newspaper not chargeable with postage: Pro 
vided, That the commissions and allowances hereby author 
ized shall be subject to the provisions of the forty-first see 
tion of the act entitled An act to reduce into one the 
several acts establishing and regulating the Post Office De 


partment,’ approved March 3 


» 1625." 


The que stion was taken on the 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. OLDS. I hope the House will listen to the 

I 
reading of the next amendment; itis a very im- 
portant one. 

The seventh amendment 
And be it further 
who shall forge or counterfei 

mpressed upon any letter envelope, authorized 
eighth section of an act entitled An act 
tain post roads, and for other purposes,’ 
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and fifty two, 
act; or who shall counterfeit any die, plate, or engraving 
therefor ; or who shall make, or print, or knowingly use, or 
sell, or have in his possession with intent to use or sell, a 
such false, forged, or counterfeited die, plate 
stamped envelope; or who shall make, or knowingly use, 
or sell, or have in his possession with intent to use or sell, 
any paper bearing the water-mark of auch letter envelopes, or 
any fraudulentimitation thereof; or who shall make or print, 
or authorize, or procure to be made or printed, any stamped 
or printed letter envelope of the kind provided by the Post 


amendment, and 


was read, as follows: 
enacted, That 


Lany postage stamp, 


** Sec. 7. any pers 
printed or 
by the 
to establish cer 
{ August 


approved 
or by any other 


ny 
,» CNrAaAVing, or 


master General under the authority aforesaid, without the 
especial direction of the Post Office Department; or who 
after such letter envelopes have been prepared or printe d, 


shall, with intent to defraud the revenus 
Department, deliver any such letter enve 
or persons, other than such as shall be authorized to receive 
the same by instrument of writing duly executed under the 
hand of the Postmaster General and the seal of the Post 
Office Department. shall, on conviction thereotjhe deemed 
guilty of felony, and be punished by a fine not @xceeding 
five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five 


+ of the Post Office 
lope s to any person 


years,or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
‘* Sec. h. And he it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of every postmaster to cause to be defaced. in such 


manner as the Postmaster General may direct, all letter en 
velopes with postage stamps thereon, which may be de pos 
ited in ius othee for conveyance in the mail; and if any 
postmaster sending such envelopes in the mail shall omit to 
the same, it shall be the duty of the postmaster to 
whose office such envelopes shall be delivery, to 


detace 


sent for 


deface them, and report the delinquent postmaster to the 
Postmaster General. And if any persen shall use, or at 
tempt to use, for the conveyance of any letter or other mail 
able matter or thing, over any postr lofthe United States, 
either by mail or otherwise, any such stamped letter en 
ve lope which has been before used for a like purpose, such 


person shall be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars, to be 
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recovered in the name of the United States, in any court 
having competent jurisdicuion 

Mr STANLY demanded tellers upon the 
amendment: which were ordered; and Messrs. 
Jenkins and Gayton, were appointed. 

The question was taken and the tellers re} yrted 
there were—ayes 79, noes not counted. 


o the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to obtain the 

j ' 1 
upanimou consent of the [ juse to est san a 
nall route. I was not in when the Clerk read 
ver tne a nendments of the Senate establishing 


mail routes in my State 
From Point Commerce, via Middleburg, to Bolling Green. 
The question was taken on Mr. Davis’s amend- 
ment, and it Was agreed to 
RIGHT OF WAY-——RECIPROCITY BILL. 
Mr. HALL. I move to 


the purpose of taking up Senate bill No. 612, 
merely granting the right of way from the Point 
of Rocks, Maryland, through this District to 
(_eorgetown., 

Mr. STUART. I do not desire to ovyect, but 
it will be remembered that the reciprocity bill 


spend the rules for 


inds as the first thing in order, and therefore, 
if any rentleman objects, no sus pension of the 
Now, | ask the House to 
take up that bill and dispose of it, so that any 


rules can take ple ce. 


gentleman who wishes to move to suspend the 
rules may be able to do so. 

Mr. HALL. 1 should like to know upon what 
principle the reciprocity bill is now in order? It 
comes up in the morning hour, and this is not the 
morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 


souri [Mr. Hatt] asks the unanimous consent of 


the House to take up a certain bill, which he 
designates, and gives notice that if it is objected 
to, he w ill move to suspend the rules. The fen- 
tleman from Michigan (Mr. Sruarr] makes the 
question that it is not in order to move to suspend 
the rules. The Chair does not know upon what 
rround that question of order is made. 

Mr. STUART. If the Chair will allow me, I 
will state, that having disposed of this business, 
we are now at thecommencement of the morning 
hour, where the reciprocity bill stands as the first 
business in order, the House having seconded the 
demand for the previous question. The Chair 
has more than once decided, that under such cir- 
cumstances, no motion to suspend the rules is in 
order, unless it be to go into Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the HHouse has not been engaged on unfinished 
business, and that this is not the morning hour. 
The House, by unanimous consent, has let the 
morning hour go by, and taken up and disposed 
of other business. 

Mr.STUART. This same question arose yes- 
terday, or the day before, and the Speaker an- 
nounced, when precisely such business as this 
was finished, that the reciprocity bill was the next 
thing in order; and the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Duncan] was prevented on that 
account from submitting a motion to suspend the 
rules to take up the bill with reference to the pro- 
tection of the lives of passengers on steamboats. 

The SPEAKER, The reciprocity bill would 
have been the first business in order after the 
reading of the Journal this morning; but the 
House took up the amendments to the Post Office 
appropriation bill, which were not unfinished 
business, thereby giving the go-by to the morning 
hour. The Chair holds that the gentleman from 
Missouri, having the floor, had a right to make 
his request to take up the bill which he has indi- 
cated, and, if objection is made, will have a right 
to move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. STUART. Ide not object to the taking 
up of the bill. 

No objection being made, the following bill was 
then taken from the Speaker’s table and read a 
first and second time by its title, viz: Senate bill 
No. 612, ‘*to incorporate the Georgetown and 
Catoctin Railroad Company.” 

Mr. HALL. That is a bill to incorporate a 
company for a railroad from Georgetown to a 
point on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. Asno 
rentleman seems to desire further information con- 
cerning it, | move the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
and was thereupon read the third time. 

Mr. HALL. I demand the previous question 
ve of the bill. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put; and be- 
ing put, the bill was passed. 

Mr. HALL. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken upon the latter motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

POST OFFICE BILL—CONFERENCE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
the hands of Aspury Dickins, Esq., its Secre- 
tary, informing the House that the Senate had in- 
sisted on its amendments to the Post Office appro- 
priation bill, disagreed to the amendments of the 
House to amendments of the Senate, and asked for 





on the pass 
i 


a committee of conference on the disugreeing votes 
of the two Houses. 
WILLIAM HAZARD WIGG, DECEASED. 

Mr. COLCOCK. lLaskthe unanimous consent 
of the House to enable me to take up from the 
Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 547, ** authorizing 
‘the adjustment and payment of the claims of 
‘William Hazard Wige, deceased, for losses 
‘ sustained by him during the war of the Revolu- 
‘tion.’’ 

Mr. SKELTON. I object. 
not to be passed. It introduces 

[Cries of ** Order!’’ and ** Suspend the rules!’’] 

Mr. DUNCAN. I object, and wish to state 
my reasons for so doing 

{Cries of ** No!’ and ** Not in order!’’] 

Mr. DUNCAN. The bill introduces a new 
principle that will give rise to discussion, and, 
without going its merits, it is enough to say that 
we have not time to pass it at this session. 

{Cries of ** Order !’’ ** Order !’’} 

Mr. COLCOCK. I move to suspend the rules 
to enable the bill to be taken up. 

Mr. WALSH. I hope that bill will be taken 
up and passed, but I ask the gentleman from South 
Carolina to give way for one moment, to let me 
take up first Senate bill No. 226, for the relief of 
William Lacon, a man who has been ruined 

{Cries of ** Order !”’ and ** Question !”’] 

A Memper. We vill take that up afterwards. 
Let us dispose of the Wigg claim first. 

Mr. WALSH. Wecan pass Lacon’s bill in 
two minutes. There can be no possible objection 
to it. 

Mr. COLCOCK. I cannot yield the floor for 
that purpose. 

Mr. ALLISON. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GORMAN. [risetoa privileged question. 

[Cries of ** Order!’ and ‘* Call the roll!”’] 

Mr. GORMAN. I have some business to re- 
port to the House from the Committee on Printing, 
and | cannot get the floor unless | take it from 
somebody else. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot take 
the floor at this time, because there is a motion 
pending to suspend the rules, which is a privileged 
question. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina will withdraw his 
motion for a few moments. 

Mr. COLCOCK. I must decline to do it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cotcock’s 
motion to suspend the rules, and there were—yeas 
122, nays 46; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, William Appleton, 


Ashe, Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, Beale, Bibighaus, Bo 
cock, Bowie, Bragg, Breckinridge, Briggs, Brooks, Albert 
G. Brown, George H. Brown, Busby, E. Carringion Cabell, 
rhompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chandler, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Clark, Clemens, Clingman, Colcock, Conger, 
Cottman, Curtis, Darby, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Disney, 
Dockery, Dunham, Edgerton, Edmundson, Faulkner, Fay, 
Fitch, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Good- 
rich, Gorman, Green, Isham G. Harris, Hart, Haws, Henn, 
Holladay, Houston, Howard, Ingersoll, Jackson, James 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, 
Marshall, McCorkle, McLanahan, MecMullin, McNair, 
McQueen, Meade, Miller, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, 
Morehead, Morrison, Murpliy, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, 
Andrew Parker, Penn, Porter, Powell, Preston, Price, 
Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Sav 
age, Schermerhorn, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. 
Seymour, Snow, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, St. Mar- 
tin, Stratton, Strother, Sutherland, Taylor, Toumbs, Vena- 
ble, Wallace, Walsh, Ward. Addison White, Wilcox, 
Wildrick, Williams, Woodward, and Yates—)22. 


That bill ought 
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NAYS—Messrs. Charlies Allen, Allison, Barrere. sen- 
nett, John H. Boyd, Brenton, Joseph Cable, Lewis Pp. 
Campbell, Cobb, John G. Davis, Duncan, Durkee, Bast 
man, Mvans, Floyd, siddings, Goodenow, Hebard, Hors 
ford, Hunter, Ives, Jenkins, George G. King, Preston Kin 7, 
Little, Mann, Martin, Millson, Murray, Newton, Samuel} 
W. Parker, Peasice, Penniman, Perkins, Reed, Robie, 
Sackett, Schoonmaker, Skelton, Thaddeus Stevens, Sweet. 
ser, Thurston, Townshend, Walbridge, Washburn, and 
Welis—46. ' 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended. 

The bill was then taken from the Speaker’s ta- 
ble, and read a first and second time by its title. 

It directs the accounting officers of the Treasury 
to adjust and settle the claim of William Hazard 
Wigg, late of the State of South Carolina, for 
losses sustained by him while detained as a host- 
age during the war of the Revolution; that in the 
said settlement the sum of $37,197 shall be allowed 
with legal interest; and that the amount thus found 
to be due shall be paid to the grandson of said 
William Hazard Wigg, deceased, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated. 

Mr. COLCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I could not 
think of moving the previous question upon this 
bill without first making a brief statement to the 
House, but the time of the House is so limited that 
I shall be reluctantly constrained to make that mo- 
tion before I take my seat. 

Anxious as I am that this bill should pass, I 
have too much respect for the members of this 
Hlouse to ask them to vote upon any claim in 
vhich a constituent of mine is interested, without 
first making a brief statement of the facts of the 
case. 

{Loud cries from all parts of the Hall of ** No 


speech!” and ** Move the previous question !”’ 


Mr. COLCOCK. Well, sir, I yield to what 
seems to be the general wish of the House, and 
move the previous question without making any 
statement. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the gentleman will 
not move the previous question. 

[Calls of ** Order!’’ and ** Yes!” ** Yes !’”} 

Mr. ALLISON. I appeal to him to withdraw 
the call. 

Mr. COLCOCK. 
it. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. SACKETT. [rise to a question of order. 
I desire to know if there is an appropriation con- 
tained in this bill? 

The SPEAKER. There is. 

Mr. SACKETT. Then I make the question 
of order that the bill must go to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. COLCOCK. I move to suspend the rule 
requiring the bill to be considered in a Committee 
of the Whole House. 

The question was put, and (two thirds voting 
in favor thereof) the rule was suspended. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and, having been read the third time, was passed. 

Mr. COLCOCK. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put on the latter motion, and 
it was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senate have 
insisted on their amendments to the Post Office 
appropriation bill, and ask for a Committee of 
Conference. I move that a Committee of Con- 
ference be appointed on the part of the House. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker 
thereupon appointed Messrs. Jones of Tennes- 
see, Haven, and Fircn, managers of said confer- 
ence on the part of the House. 


INTRUSIONS WITHIN THE BAR. 

Mr. STANLY. I rise toa question of privi- 
leve. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker be requested to direct the 
Sergeant at-Arms and Doorkeeper to keep all persons ex- 
cept members of Congress, and the officers of the Senate 
and House, from coming within the bar of the House. 

I offer that resolution in kindness to the Chair. 
We cannot get along with business unless some- 
thing of the sort is done. Half the time we have 
not seats to sit in within the bar of the House. I 
have heard an elderly gentleman in this city—the 
senior editor of the National Intelligencer, Mr. 
Gales—say that he has been here for forty years, 


No, sir; I cannot withdraw 


re 


—— 
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and has never been within the bar of the House. 
ij wish others would follow his example. 

The question was then taken upon the resolu- 
tion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills 

which received the signature of the Speaker) of 
the following titles, viz: 

An actto extend preémption rights to certain 
lands therein mentioned; 

An act to provide for the survey of the public 
lands in California, the granting of preémption 
privileges therein, and for other purposes; and 

An act for the relief of John Charles Frémont, 
late lieutenant colonel in the Army of the United 
States. F 

Mr. HALL. The title of one of the bills just 
reported from the Committee on Enrolled Bills 
provides for granting * preémption privileges.”’ 
The form in which it passed this House was for 
**preémption rights.”’ I presume it is a mistake, 
and I ask that, by unanimous consent, it may be 
shanged back to the usual form for those bills. 

There was no objection, and the word * priv- 
ileres’’ was stricken out of the said title, and the 
word ** richts’’ inserted. 

The SPEAKER. For the purpose of carrying 
out the resolution of the House passed a few min- 
utes since, the Chair directs the officers of the 
House to execute the order of the House; 
they find difficulty in the execution of that 
to report that fact to the Speaker. 

The officers of the House thereupon proceeded 
to clear the Hall of all persons except those strictly 
entitled under the rule to be admitted. 

SEVENTH CENSUS. 

Mr. GORMAN. [rise toa privileged question. 
The Committee on Printing have instructed me to 
report back the joint resolution for the printing the 
Seventh Census, with the amendment of the Sen- 
ate. lL will state that the Senate have cut it down 
considerably, and the Committee on Printing have 
thought it advisable to pass it asit is. I move to 
concur in the amendment of the Senate, and upon 
that [ demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
agreed to concur in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. GORMAN. I move to reconsider the vote 
last taken by which the House agreed to concur 
in the amendment of the Senate, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider apon the table. 


order, 


The question was put, and the latter motion was | 


agreed to. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
Mr. GORMAN. I have another report to make 


from the Committee on Printing, in relation to | 
printing the agricultural and mechanical parts of 


the Patent Office Report for the present year. It is 
well known that none of the members of this Con- 
gress will get these books unless they order them 
printed during the present session. We recom- 
mend that the usual number of both parts be 
printed. I move, therefore, under instructions of 
that committee, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House of 
Representatives, one hundred thousand extra copies of the 
agricultural report of the Patent Office, and ten thousand 
copies for the use of the Patent Office ; and that fifty thou 
sand extra copies of the mechanical part be printed for the 
use of the House of Representatives, and ten thousand cop- 
ies for the use of the Patent Office. 

Mr GORMAN. Upon the adoption of the 
resolution | demand the previous question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Lask the gentleman from 
North Carolina to withdraw the call for the pre- 
vious question to allow me to offer an amendment 
to that resolution. 

Mr. GORMAN. I will allow the gentleman 
to offer an amendment, if he desires. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that instead of 
fifty thousand copies of the mechanical part of the 
Patent Office Report we print only ten thousand, 
and that the number of agricultural reports be cor- 
respondingly increased. 

Mr. Speaker, I find that under the present 
arrangement I have four hundred copies of the 
agricultural report furnished me and two hundred 
of the mechanical, but that notwithstanding, while 
I have not enough of the agricultural to meet the 
demand for them, yet I havea large surplus of 
the mechanical left upon my hands which nobody 
wants. I hope, therefore, that my amendment, 
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which is to increase the number of the agricultu- 
ra! part forty thousand and 
to print only ten thousand of the mechanical, will 
be adopted. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. With the consent of the 
committee, at the suggestion of gentlemen around 
me, [ will modify my amendment so as to pro- 
vide for twenty thousand copies of the mechanical 
and one hundred and thirty thonsand copies of the 
agricultural part of the report. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can modify 
his amendment by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CARTTER. I object, and I hope the 
amendment in any shape will be voted down. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Criine- 
MAN’s amendment was disagreed to—ayes 5\), 
noes not counted. . 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. GORMAN. I move to reconsider the vote 
last taken, by which the resolution was adopted, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken, and the latter motion 
was agreed to. 


to one hundred and 


I now call the previous ques- 


EULOGIES UPON DANIEL WEBSTER. 


Mr. GORMAN. I have another report to make 
from the same committee. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I ask the gentleman from In- 
diana to allow me to make a motion connected 
with the resolution we have just passed. 

Mr. GORMAN. I cannot give way. I am 
authorized by the Committee on Printing to re- 
port the following resolution, which was referred 
to them by the House: 

Resolved, That there be printed, under the direction of 
the Committee on Printing, thirty thousand copies of the 
obituary addresses delivered in the House and Senate on 
the death of the Hon. Daniel Webster. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. GORMAN. I move that the vote last ta- 
ken, by which the House adopted the resolution, 
be reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The question was taken, and the latter motion 
was agreed to. 

COAST SURVEY. 

Mr. GORMAN. I have still another report to 
make from the Committee on Printing. I am au- 
thorized by that committee to report the follow- 
ing resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of the report 
of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey for the year 
1852 be printed, four thousand copies thereof for the use 
of the House, and the remainder for the use of the Coast 
Survey Office; and that said report be printed and bound 
with the plates in quarto form. 

Mr. Speaker, I will simply say that the num- 
ber of copies of this document is largely cut down 
from last year. I move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion was adopted. 

Mr. GORMAN. I moveto reconsider the vote 
last taken, by which the resolution was adopted, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken, and the latter motion 
was agreed to. 


JOHN DE 


Mr. GREEN. 
of the 


NEUFVILLE AND 
I ask the unanimous consent 
House to take from the Speaker’s table 


SON. 


| joint resolution of the Senate (No. 51) for the re- 


lief of John De Neufville & Son. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was taken from the Speaker’s table and read 
through. 

Mr. GREEN. I will simply say that the res- 
olution passed almost unanimously in the Senate, 
and I think there should be no objection to it from 
any one. I move to put it upon its 
thove the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to a third 


passage, ana 


reading, and was then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. GREEN. I move to reconsider the v 
last taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 


ste 
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The question was taken, and the latter motion 


Was agreed lo. 
ROBERT GIBSON. 
Mr. EDMUNDSON. TI ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to allow the Committee on 


Invalid Pensions to report 
Robert Gibson. 

The re was ho objection and 

Mr. H ARRIS, ot ‘Tennessee, from the Cam 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill (No. 
368) for the relief of Robert Gibson, which was 
read a first and 


a bill for the rehef of 


second time by its title 

The bill, which was read throuch by the Clerk, 
provides that the name of Robert Gibson shall be 
placed upon the roll of invalid pensions from the 
first day of January, 1852, to continue during bis 
natural life. 

Mr. HARRIS. I 
tion the third reading of the bill 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw his call for the previous question, to 
allow me to offer an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. I will allow the gentleman to 
offer his amendment, though I shall 
itif itis what | suppose. I withdraw my call. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. I move to strike out 
‘January 1, 1852,”’ and insert ** May 28, 1849.”’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to hear me just 
& moment in relation to the bill now under consid 
eration. My friend from Tennessee | Mr. Elarris] 
is a faithful guardian of the Treasury, and I re- 
spect him for that; but I think he h is gone a little 
too far in thiscase. The petition in thiscase was 
filed in the Pension Office some three years ago, 


demand the previous ques- 
upon 


vote against 


asking that Robert Gibson be placed upon the roll 
of invalid pensions. He has been an invalid ever 
since 1814. The proof of his neighbors, and those 
who were with him 
upon that point. 


in the service, is conclusive 
The Committee on Invalid Pen- 


be allowed a pension from the Ist January, 

l ask that that report may be amended so 
as to make his pension commence with 
of May, 1849, that being the time at which his 
yetition was filed in the Pension Office. 

Mr. HARRIS. Inreply tothe gentleman from 
Virginia, I have only to say, that the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions have adopted the same rule 


€ 


the 28th 


in all those cases which is in force in the Pension 


Office. They have provided that the pension shall 


commence with the time the pro fin the case was 
perfected, which was in January, 1852. I 
mand the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be p 
The | ¢ first upon the adoption of 
the amendment, it was 


Was disagreed to. 


de- 


nt 


question el 


put, and the amendment 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and having been engrossed, i 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON I move that the vote 
last taken be ré ) idere d, and that the motion to 
re ler do eu in the table 

The question was put, and the latter motion 
was agreed to 

LAND OFFICES—CHANGE OF LOCATION. 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Iask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take up and consider Sen 
ate bill No. 622, entitled ** An act to authorize a 
change in the location of land offices.’’ 

No objection was made, and the bill was taken 
up, and read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. 
question upon ordering the bill to a third reading. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was 

The question being ** Shall the bill be or- 
dered to a third reading?’’ it was put, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

The bil! was subsequently read the third time, 
and pa sed. . 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay 
to reconsider upon the table. - 

The question was put upon the | 
and it was agreed to 


I move the previous 


ordered to be put. 


now 


the motion 


ilter motion, 


CATHERINE PROCTOR HAYDEN. 

Mr. JACKSON. Ihave not at any time du- 
ring the present session of Congress asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to take up a 

, bill. 1 now present the case of an aged lady, ihe 
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dauchter of a revolutionary officer. She resides 
in my State, and is between seventy and eighty 
vears of ave. Representing her, I ask the unant- 
mou : consent of the [louse to take up Senate bill 
No. 512, for the relief of Catherine Proctor Hay- 
den, only child and heir of Colonel White, de- 
ceased, late a lieutenant colonel in the fourth Geor- 
cia battalion of the Revolutionary Army. 

Mr. MOREHEAD. Like my honorable friend 
from Georgia, | have not troubled the House for 
such a purpose, either at the last session or at 
the present. I have endeavored for the last day 
or two to get the floor, but have not to this time 
succeeded. TI feel it my duty to object. 

Mr. JACKSON. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended to enable me to take up the bill. ‘This is 
the first time that | have asked a favor of the 
Hiouse. I hope my friend will withdraw his ob- 


jection, 
~ Mr. MOREHEAD. I withdraw it. 

Mr. JACKSON. I move to suspend the rule 
which requires bills containing appropriations to 
go to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to, two thirds voting in the affirmative. 

The bill accordingly was taken up, and read a 
first and second time by its ttle, 

Mr. JACKSON. I move the previous question 
on ordering the bill to a third reading. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question being ‘* Shall the bill be or- 
dered to a third reading?” it was put, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

The bill was subsequently read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. JACKSON. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken on the latter motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

{A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands.of Aspury Dickins, its Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate had agreed to 
the report of the Committee of Conference upon 
the deficiency bill.] 


LANGDON C. EASTON. 


Mr. DARBY. [ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up Senate bill No. 469, for the 
relief of Captain Langdon C. Easton, assistant 
quartermaster of the United States Army. 

This is the only and last request I shall make 
of the Congress of the United States. It is a short 
bill of only five or six lines. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, I object, and I 

will state as the ground of my objection, that all 
yrivate bills of a meritorious character ought to 
ave the same chance to be passed. There should 
be no selection made. Some individuals can get 
the floor, and others cannot. 

The SPEAKER. That is very true, because 
all want it. ° 

Mr. JOHNSON. I represent a case equally as 
meritorious as that of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. DARBY. I move to suspend the rules, to 
enable me to move to take up the bill. 

The question was taken, and the rules were 
suspended—two thirds of a quorum voting in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. DARBY. [ask that the report, which is 
a short one, may be read. 

The report was accordingly read, from which it 
appears, thatin April, 1850, Captain Easton was 
assigned to duty as assistant quartermaster at 
Santa Fé, having under his direction eleven posts 
to be supplied with funds and stores, and the 
clothing depot of the ninth military department; 
that Captain Easton during his continuance at 
Santa Fé, from July, 1850, to July, 1851, was at 
different intervals defrauded of $17,651 by Gus- 
tavus McHarcourt, his chief clerk; that in Sep- 
tember, 1851, Captain Easton, while at St. Louis, 
Missouri, was notified by the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral of the deficiency in his accounts, and then, 
for the first time, discovered the dishonesty of his 
chief clerk. He returned as soon as practicable 
to Santa Fé in pursuit of McHarcourt, and learned 
that he had absconded some three months previous, 
and taken shipping from Mazatlan, Mexico. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


I rise to a question of | 
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order. Do I understand that the rules have been 
gu spended to allow the bill to be taken up? 

‘The SPEAKER. They have been. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The bill makes an ap- 
propriation, and unless the rules be further sus- 
pended, it must go to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 1 make the point, for 
1 desire to say a word in relation to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
bill must go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. DARBY. I intended to move to suspend 
the rules which requires that the bill shall be first 
considered in the committee, if there should be 
any objection. I make that motion. 

The question was put;:and there were, ona di- 
vision—ayes 60, noes not counted. 

So the rule was not suspended—two thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 

GEORGE G. BISHOP. 

Mr. CARTTER. lIask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House te take up Senate bill No. 187, 
for the relief of George G. Bishop, and the legal 
representatives of John Arnold, deceased. 

Mr. PRICE. I rise to a question of order. I 
understood the Chair to decide that he would not 
recognize any centleman out of his seat. 

Mr. CARTTER. I came from my seat after I 
was recognized. 

The SPEA KER. 
must rise from a seat. 

A Member. His seat. 

The SPEAKER. It is true that is the lan- 
guage of the rule, but it has been decided again 
and again that that means a seat. 

The bill was then taken up, and read by its title 
for information. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
of it. 

Mr. CARTTER. Then I move to suspend the 
rules for the purpose indicated. 

The question was put, and there were, on a di- 
vision—ayes 84, when 

Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The House was divided on the call for the yeas 
and nays, and there were—ayes 25, noes 85; no 
quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
Chair will ascertain by a count whether there is 
a quorum present. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays cannot 
be ordered when there is no quorum in the House. 
The Chair will determine by a count the number 

yresent. 

The Chair proceeded to count the members, 
and announced that there were 144 present. 

Mr. DOTY. I ask for tellers upon the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GayLorp and 
EpMUNDSON were appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers reported 
14 in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. LETCHER. I ask for tellers upon the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GayLorp 
and Epmunpson were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 90, noes 50. 

So the rules were not suspended, two thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I desire, with the leave of the 
House, to submit the report of the second Com- 
mittee of Conference on the deficiency appropria- 
tion bill. We have adopted the report of the first 
committee with three exceptions. It is recom- | 
mended that the House recede from its disagree- 
ment to the 13th and 20th clauses of the 13th 


amendment of the Senate; which are as follows: 
Thirteenth clause: 


The rule is that a gentleman 


I object to the introduction 


I ask for tellers upon 


** For providing proper foundations for the custom-house 
at San Francisco, authorized by the sixth section of the act 
entitled ‘ An act to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1852,’and in addition to the sum of $40,000 heretofore ap- 
propriated, $25,000.”’ 

Twentieth clause: 


“For additional allowance to E. 8. Norris, the sum of 
$2,260 34, and to George R. Stuntz the sum of $1,958 50, 
additional allowance made to them as deputy surveyors 
under the surveyor general of Wisconsin and Iowa, and in || 


— March 3, 


accordance with the recommendations and estimates of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office and the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, dated respectively on the 11th and L4th 
of February, 1853.7? 

The thirteenth clause, above inserted, was 
adopted in the Senate on a communication from 
the proper Department that the appropriation 
could not be expended until the foundation was 
completed, and that $25,000 was necessary for that 
purpose. The third point of difference was in ref- 
erence to the matter which was discussed so ful! 
last evening. The Senate recedes from the whole 
of its amendment on the subject of the California 
assay Office as is contained in the sixth section of 
the fifteenth amendment, and submit to the House, 
which the committee recommend be adopted, the 
following in lieu thereof: 

‘Sec. 6. 4nd be it further enacted, That the time for 
receiving bids under the act of 3d of July, 1852, for the erec- 
tion of a Mint in California, be extended to the Ist of April, 
1853, and that the sum of &300,000 appropriated by said act, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, shal) be applied 
only to the erection and putting in operation a Mint in Cali 
fornia, and not to the purchase of any building for that 
purpose.’? 

The Senate insisted on having the time extend- 
ed for the receiving of bids thirty days, leaving 
the California Mint clause just as it is, and we 
saw no objection to that, for it might benefit the 
public rather than injure it. 

I repeat now what I stated in debate last even- 
ing, that the act of the 3d of July, 1852, can be 
carried out fully and completely; and in connec- 
tion, let me read the following communication, 
which I have received from the Secretary of the 
Treasury: 

Treasury DerpartMenNT, March 3, 1853. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of this date, I have the honor 
to state that the Department has responsible bids within the 
appropriation for the Mint at San Francisco. 

Second. That the Department considers the present as- 
say Office, with the proposed additions which the proprie- 
tors offer to make to the building, machinery, fixtures, &c. 
as sufficient to furnish a coinage to the extent of $30,000,000 
per annum; and the offer of said building is on the condi- 
tions that such shall be the fact, and that the building, ma- 
chinery, &c., shall all be first approved by a person to be 
appointed by the Department, before it is accepted or any 
money paid on account of it; and that it shall be ready to 
go into fulloperation within nine months. 

Third. The offers for the contract were all only finally 
received from California within the last ten days, and ove 
reason for not having made the contract is, that no provis- 
ion has been made by Cougress for a site, and none of the 
Government reserve is considered suitable for the purpose. 

Your obedient servant, THO. CORWIN, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. Toombs, House of Representatives. 

The offer of the assay office is $275,000, which 
is to include the ground, buildings, machinery, 
fixtures, and appurtenances of all kinds complete. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I rise to ask the gentleman 
from Georgia whether the bid is for a substantiai 
fire-proof building for the Mint in California ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will let the gentleman from 
California answer. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Thereare bids describing 
the building and all the apparatus which is in- 
tended to be put into it. There are proposals in 


|the Treasury Department to build a fire-proof 


brick building, with double walls, so that there 
will be no wood-work exposed. 
Mr. TOOMBS. The question of the gentleman 


| from Illinois being answered, I shall merely repeat 


that the proposition of the Senate will benefit the 
public. Additional bids will be sent in, if there 
are any to be made. But there are now ample 
bids under the law of 2d July, 1852, in the De- 
partment. 


Mr. DUNHAM. The bids, if I understood 


the gentleman’s statement, are for the building 
| and the ground ? 


Mr. TOOMBS. I read from the communica- 
tion of the Secretary. Some are for the ground 
and some are not. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then these bids specify the 
grounds and the kind of building which is to be 
erected on them? 

Mr. TOOMBS. The offers of course must agree 
with the advertisement and specifications of the 


_ Treasury Department. 


Mr. DUNHAM. I want to inquire in refer- 
ence to one thing further. I understand from the 
aper which the gentleman has read, and which, 
 papeeehs he has procured for this occasion 
Mr. TOOMBS. 
casion. 
Mr. DUNHAM. [I understand the gentleman 
to say that the reason these bids were not ac- 
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cepted, was because of the construction of the | ENGRAVING. ordered; and Messrs. Ewine and C.iemens were 

Treasury Department that the act of Congress Mr. RIDDLE. I rise toa privileced question. | appointed. 

makes no provision for the ground? I have been instructed by the committee, who have The question was then taken; and, there being 
Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. the power to report at all times, the following res- | two thirds voting in the affirmative, the rule was 
Mr. DUNHAM. Will the gentleman tell the || olution from the Committee on Engraving: | suspended. : 

House what authority the Treasury Department Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be, and The bill was then read, and ordered to a third 


have to convert a portion of that fund into the | they are hereby, authorized to contract for the engravings | reading, and having been read the third time, the 
purchase of a site? And if it has no such author- || 2®CO™panying the agricultural part of the report of the Com question recurred, ** Shall the bill pass?’’ 

} j : : > missioner of Patents, provided the cost thereof shall not a - I . 

ity, how is a site to be procured? exceed $200. Mr. OUTLAW demanded the previous ques- 

“Mr. TOOMBS. That question is not germane. Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be, and tion; which was seconded, and the main question 
We have a law of Congress which is to be car- || they are hereby, authorized to contract tor engraving or | ordered to be put, 
red out. ‘The Government has millions of acres | lithographing sx thousand five hundred and twenty set» of |The question was then taken, ‘Shall the bill 
of land there, and I presume it can getasite. I | ofthe Coast haroane Provided That the coat e nall not ex- || pass?’’ and it was decided in the affirmative. 
desire the law to stand as it is. ceed $6,520. Also one thousand five hundred and twenty So the bill was passed. 

Mr. MARSHALL. One of the bids already —- the map accompanying the correspondence of the Mr. OUTLAW moved to reconsider the vote 
put in, or which is now ready to be putin, includes | aaa Suiy | Prostbak Tan ees cacaeatanena ose. by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 
an offer to provideasite. Butif that were not so, ie se ll th ; af tion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
the Government of the United States has ample ar is all the eae — ee motion was agreed to. 

: : ~} S Y 8 ; ; ne question was taken, and the resolution was 
property in the city of San Francisco to which its q ’ utlon We DELEGATE FROM NEBRASKA. 


title is undoubted and beyond question, on which agreed to. z se a 
to construct all the public buildings that may be Mr. SCHERMERHORN. I move to suspend Mr. ASHE. I rise toa privileged question. [I 


necessary; and if disposed of for the benefit of the the rules for the purpose of enabling the House to desire to make a report from the Committee on 
United States, enough to pay,all the appropria- take up such bills on the Speaker’s table as pro- Elections in the case of A. Guthrie, who claims 
tions which are asked for that city in the erection vide for the relief of widows and orphans. to be a regularly-elected Delegate from Nebraska, 
of public buildings. I left out in’ the suggestions Mr. HEBARD. I ask the unanimous consent and asks to be admitted to the rights of a Delegate 
I made as to that amendment, this question of the of the House to allow Senate bill No. 447, forthe | upon this floor. The committee in this case find 
site on purpose, because I knew that it would relief of Ira Day, to be taken up. It isa bill au- | that there were polls openat twoprecincts. They 
either be provided for in the bids of the parties thorizing the Postmaster General to pay him a_ ask to be discharged from further consideration in 
asking to build the structure, or else the Govern- balance due him of $108 90. this case, and that the report be laid upon the 


ment of the United States would assert, as it ought Mr. M EADE. ] give notice that I will object table and printed, 
to do, its right to its own unquestioned and un- | & every bill that is not for the relief of widows The SPEAKER. It will be so ordered, unless 
> e * . am Oe . ‘ 
questionable preperty within the limits of that and of orphans. , objection be made. wh 
city, and in places particularly convenient for the Mr. HEBARD. May I be permitted to say Mr. EDGERTON. I offer in connection with 
erection of this building. one word in relation to that bill? that report a resolution. 
Mr. DUNHAM. Ido not understand that the The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot do {The Reporter was unable to procure a copy of 
paper which the gentleman has read, and thestate- | 80 unless by the unanimous consent of the House. | this resolution. | 
ment of the gentleman from California, to agree Several Memsers. I ee Mr. FICKLIN. Is that in order now? 
- oo > z Y ry ‘ . oO af . 
] understand the paper to give asa reason whiy Mr. HEBARD. Then I move to suspend the Phe SPEAKER. In regard to the question of 
> . ~ j . - . 
contracts have not been accepted, that there was | Tules for the purpose of considering that bill. order raised upon the report of the Committee on 
no appropriation for a site there. | The question was taken, and the House refused Elections, the Chair is of the opinion that it is a 
Mr. TOOMBS. That was one of the reasons | to suspend the rules. case rather for the House to determine whether it 
saoia : be a question of privilege under the rule. 
ae ee Mr. PICKLIN I se sg oint of order 
. . - 4 . / ah. . ‘ s 
. Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman, then, and the A message was here received from the Senate, upon the resolution introduced can gentleman 
eee ee) ae ref- | by Aspury Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, announ- ae Ohio, (Mr. Epczarox.) & 
erence to this report. lave no feeling—no care ' ; ree he he an ‘DPAKED 1 
Pp g cing that the Senate have agreed to the amend The SPEAKER. It is a resolution touching 


1 e - 7 . “- ae . 
about it. I only wish to Jusufy myself for the | ments of the House to the amendments of the 
statement which I made last evening. [tdoesseem | Senate, and insist upon their fourth and fifth 


to me that I am perfectly justified from the paper | amendments disagreed to by the Elouse to the bill 


the claim of a gentleman to a seat upon this floor, 
and the Chair is of the opinion that it is a priv- 
ileged question. 


which the gentleman read and the statement of the ° In 2f4 66 stabi; : 

“ of the House No. 364, “ to establish certain post Mr. STE NG ‘ . 
4 ° . : ’ Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. How did the 
gentleman from California. Both say, as T under- || roads.” question get before the Committee on Elections? 
stand them now, that the time for receiving bids | Qn the motion of Mr. OLDS, by unanimous Mr. ASHE. It was referred under the rules 


should be extended. I ask whether that would be consent, 


necessary, if ample bids had already been received Ordered, That the House insist upon their disagreement | tleman from Nebraska founded upon an election 
under the law? to the fourth and filth amendments of the Senate to the bill of oe ee ae i ’ 
Mr. TOOMBS. The gentleman is mistaken. | the House (No. 364) “to establish certain post roads,” and |, UNder the late law ? y 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is inclined to think 


They have responsible bids. The letter ofthe Sec- = _ conference with the Senate upon the said disagreeing r ; + t- — 
; j ows f : > clal Yr any L 
retary says so. The Committee of Conference Picterdlk Fikdk See Gilad Sev: Gimoaeninave, sdb aie. : — — 7 egal y cla aa le 
wanted the extension of thirty days that more bids || Rosinson be the managers at the said conference on the | 4) “© V2@IF MAINKS Thalis a matver tor 
might be received. The Department did not ask || part of the House. | to determine as to the question of right under the 
it. ; I yielded because I saw no injury to result to Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. law. The Chair understands that the petition of 
the gentleman from Nebraska was sent regularly 


Mr. STEPHENS. Wasthis claim of the gen- 


the public service. I will state, so far asthe ground L. M. GOLDSPOROUGH. : : 
is concerned, that if it were intended to amend the Mr. OUTLAW. Lask the unanimous consent || U™4er the rules to the Committee on Elections, 


and that committee make a report. 
Mr. STEPHENS. As this is a question of 
importance, and the Chair holds that itis in order 


Mint law it would have been done, but no such | of the House to take up Senate bill (No. 224) for 

thing was done; but there was an attempt to repeal | the relief of L. M. Goldsborough and others. 

the law. Mr. HEBARD. I object. : 
Mr. DUNHAM. Itis proper that I should say, Mr. OUTLAW. I move to suspend the rules | © make the report, I take an appeal from the de- 

for my own justification, that the official informa- | for that purpose. ——_< the Chew. ‘he . 

tion which the gentleman had before the Commit- Mr. CARTTER. On that motion I demand The SPEAKER. The Chair donee that the 

tee of Conference this morning was not accessible | the yeas and nays, and tellers upon the yeas and Z@%tleman from North Carolina could not take the 


last evening, and no other information on the sub- | nays. floor from the gentleman from New York to make 
that motion, and on that ground rules it out, not 


ject. We were informed very differently from The tellers and yeas and nays were both re- 
what the gentleman has been. | fiesed. because it may not be a privileged question. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I believe the gentleman. The The question was put upon suspending the ENROLLED BILLS. 
matter is all right now. ’ rules; and there were, on a division—ayes 80, Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 

The report of the Committee of Conference was || noes 34. rolled Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled 
then read. '| Tellers were demanded and ordered; and Messrs. | the following bills: which thereupon severally re- 

Mr. TOOMBS. I call for the previous ques- | Mace and Swow were appointed. ceived the signature of the Speaker: 
tion on the adoption of the report of the com- The question was then taken; and the tellers An act authorizing the adjustment and payment 
mittee. ‘ reported that there were—ayes 93, noes 31. of the claim of William Hazard Wigg, deceased, 

The call for the previous question was seconded, So the rules were suspended. for losses sustained by him during the war of the 
and the main question was ordered to be put. Mr. CARTTER. I rise to inquire whether this | Revolution; and 

The question was taken, and the report of the | bill provides for an appropriation of money ? An act to -ncorporate the Georgetown and Ca- 
Committee of Conference was adopted. The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it | toctin Railroad Company. 

does. : 
SIXTEENTH JOINT RULE. Mr. CARTTER. Then I move that the bill PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. I move that the 16th | be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Mr. SACKETT. I desire to submit a motion, 
rule, which provides that no bill that shall have | state of the Union. in which I hope the House will concur. Itis one 
passed one Slletans shall be sent for concurrence Mr. OUTLAW. I move a suspension of the that will relieve us from this difficulty of struggling 


to the other on either of the three last days of the | rule which requires that this bill be first considered to get one bill ahead of another. ‘There are cer- 
session, be suspended so far as it relates to Honse | in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the _ tain private bills upon the Speaker’s table that have 


bill No. 368, entitled *‘ An act for the relief of || Union. already passed the Senate. We have now an - 
Robert Gibson.”’ The question was put, and on a division there portunity to act upon them. I therefore ask the 
The question was taken, and the motion was | Were—ayes 79, noes not counted. |, House to go to the business on the Speaker’s table, 


agreed to. Mr. OUTLAW demanded tellers; which were |! for the purpose of disposing of those bills only. 
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[Cries of ‘* Object!” and ** No, no!”’} 

Mr. SACKETT. I move to suspend the rules 
for that purpose. Ar : 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. There is any 
number of bills from the Senate that have been in 
the hands of committees since last session, but 
which have never been reported back. They ought 
to be included in the motion. 

Mr. SACKETT. We cannot act upon them. 

Mr. ORR. There are Senate bills which have 
been examined by committees, and precedence 
ought not to be given to those bills which have 
never been referred. 

Mr. SACKETT. I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GayLorp and 
Witcox were appointed. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sack- 
err’s motion, and the tellers reported—ayes 50; 
not two thirds of a quorum. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. HART. How is it known that there isa 
quorum in the House? 

The SPEAKER. The last vote shows it. 


RICHARD M. BOUTON AND OTHERS. 


Mr. SNOW. I hold in my hand a bill ** for the 
relief of Richard M. Bouton, G. Wright, and the 
widow of Marvin W. Fisher,’’ which has passed 
the Senate unanimously. Being a modest man, 
and this being the second time | have occupied the 
floor since I have been a member of Congress, | 
expect to obtain the unanimous consent of the 
Flouse to take up the bill. [tis a bill which not 
only involves the rights and interests of private 
citizens of this Government, but the interests of 
the Government itself. 

Mr. MOREHEAD. I object. 

Mr. SNOW. | move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 1 demand 
tellers on that motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CruincmMan 
and Ewine were appointed. 

The question was then put, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayesr 52; not two thirds of a quorum. 

So the rules were not suspended. 


JONATHAN KEARSLEY AND JOHN BIDDLE. 


Mr. ORR. Lask the unanimous consent of the 
House to make a report from the Committee on 
Public Lands on a private claim. It does not ap- 
pertain to any of my constituents. It is a bill ** to 
* provide for the final settlement of the accounts 
‘of Jonathan Kearsley, late receiver of public 
‘ moneys at Detroit, and of John Biddle, late re- 
‘ gister of the land office at that place.”’ 

Mr. POLK. I object. The Committee on 
Public Lands occupied the whole of the last ses- 
sion. 

Mr. ORR. I move to suspend the rules, and I 
ask that the bill may be read. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. I desire to know 
what special reason there is why this bill should 
be reported and not others? 

Mr. POLK. Would it be in order toask what 
proportion of the time of this Congress the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands have consumed in making 
reports? 

Mr. COBB. A very reasonable proportion. 

Mr. ORR. I suspect that the Committee on 
Public Lands have been a little more industrious 
than some other gentlemen here. [A laugh.] 

Mr. COBB. They have attended to their busi- 
ness, and prepared bills for the action of the, 
House. 

The Clerk then read the bill. 

Mr. DANIEL. I object to those claims. 1 
have examined them and think they are unjust. 

Mr. ORR. Well, sir, I move that the rules be 
suspended; and if that motion prevails, I shall 
offer an amendment to the bill, providing that in 
no event shall the sum allowed to the claimants 
exceed $2,000, 

The question was then taken, and (two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof) the rules were not 
suspended. 

ELIZABETH BRANCH. 


Mr. DANIEL. I have risen for the purpose 
of offering a resolution; but before I do it, I ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to withdraw 
from the files the papers of Elizabeth Branch—— 

A Memper. Which branch is that? [Laugh- 


“ee ORR. 


I object. The gentleman objected 
io my bill. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. DANIEL. Task that the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions may be discharged from 
the further consideration of those papers, that 
they may be sent to the Pension Office. There 
can be no possible objection to it. 


Mr. ORR. 


l object. 


Mr. DANIEL. Let the gentleman object, then! | 


Mr. FICKLIN. 
sent of the House 

Mr. DANIEL. I still have the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Upon what principle does 
the gentleman from North Carolina claim the 
floor? 

Mr. DANIEL. I stated distinctly that I rose 
for the purpose of offering a resolution, but that 
before proceeding to do so, | would ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House for the withdrawal 
of certain papers from the files. Now, if the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] is so 


unjust 

Mr. ORR. I call the gentleman to order. De- 
bate is not in order. 

Mr. DANIEL. If the gentleman is so unjust 
as to prevent the withdrawal of the papers neces- 
sary to procure a pension for an old lady, let him 
object. [ now proceed to submit the resolution. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I ask what is the ruling of 
the Chair as to who is entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. In consequence of the con- 
fusion which prevails in the Hall, the Chair did 
not hear two words of what the gentleman from 
North Carolina now states that he said, and sup- 
posing that the gentleman rose merely for the pur- 
pose of withdrawing some papers, assigned the 
floor to the gentleman from Illinois. 


Mr. DANIEL. I distinctly said what I have 


I desire the unanimous con- 








stated, and everybody within hearing of my voice || 


heard it. 

The SPEAKER. Upon that representation 
the Chair assigns the floor to the gentleman from 
North Carolina; and the Chair would suggest that 
if gentlemen would maintain order, and not insist 
upon discussing questions which are not in order, 


JOHN LEE. 

Mr. DANIEL. I have the floor. Thatis suf- 
ficient. I move to suspend the rules to enable me 
to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund || 
of the House of Representatives, to John Lee, an employee 
of the House, under a resolution passed on the 4th day of || 
March, 1842, the sum of #250, being the sum which he was 
entitled to receive under a resolution passed on the 3d day 
of March, 1851, and which was improperly withheld from || 
him. 

The question was then taken, and (two thirds 
voting in favor thereof) the rules were suspended. 

Mr. POLK. 1 offer the following as an amend- 
ment to that resolution: 


That Samuel 8S. Thomas, who has been acting as page on 
the floor of the House of Representatives, be placed upon 
the same footing with the regular pages, and that he be 
paid the same compensation, commencing on the 6th of De- 
cember last. 

I will merely state that the Doorkeeper says 
that this boy has been efficient in every way, and | 
that he is a very worthy, clever little fellow. 

Mr. DANIEL. I have no objection to that. I 
think it ought to be adopted. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I desire to offer 
an amendment for the benefit of John Lewis Hick- 
man—— 


A Memesenr. Is that Beau Hickman? 


{Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. BROWN. No, it is a colored gentleman 
who stands behind the table up stairs. My reso- 
lution is in these words: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representa 
tives be, and he is hereby, directed to pay to John Lewis 
Hickman, fifty cents per day for the time he has been act- || 
ually employed as a messenger or otherwise about the Cap- || 
itol. | 

{Loud laughter, and cries of ‘* Good !’’] 


Mr. DUNCAN. I feel bound to say for the 
information of the House, that, as I understand 
this matter, John Lee, who is spoken of in the | 
resolution of the gentleman from North Carolina | 
as an employee of the House, wasin no sense em- 
ployed, except that the House hired horses of him, 
paying him a dollar an hour for the use of them. || 
I remember that he came frequently before the | 
Committee on Accounts claiming this allowance. 
If | am wrong, the gentleman from North Carolina 
can set me right. 


Mr. DANIEL. 


I trust I shall be allowed to |! 


March 3, 


reply to thegentleman. This matter was brought 
regularly before the Committee on Claims. | 
know that the Clerk of the House, Mr. Young. 
rejected this claim under a resolution passed, | he. 
heve,in 1847. Butaresolution was certainly passed 
making Leeexpressly one of the employees of the 
House, and making him responsible for the cus- 
tody of the public stables. It was, I believe, the 
unanimous opinion of the Committee on Claims 
that he was improperly excluded from this com- 
pensation, and although | myself have uniformly 
voted against all these extra allowances, yet as 
Mr. Lee was the only one excluded, | feel con- 
strained by a sense of justice to vote for his claim. 

Mr. MASON. Thiscase of Mr. Leehas gone 
from committee to committee. I believe it has 
traveled round all the committees of the House. 
We have no authority whatever to pay him this 
amount, and it ought not to be paid. 

Mr. MEADE. I ask the gentleman from North 
Carolina to accept another amendment. 

Mr. DANIEL. I cannot. It will make the 
resolution so heavy that it will break down. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I move the 
previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

‘The question was then taken upon Mr. Brown’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

‘The question recurred upon Mr. Poik’s amend- 


| ment as amended, and being put, the amendment 


as amended was agreed to. 
The question then was upon agreeing to Mr. 


| Dan1EL’s resolution as amended. 


Mr. MOREHEAD. Upon that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. MASON. ~ I call for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution, 
as amended, was adopted. 


Mr. DANIEL. I rise to a privileged question. 


| I move to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
we should get on much better. | lution was adopted, and to lay the motion to re- 


| consider upon the table. 


The question was put upon the latter motion, 
and it was agreed to. 


SISTERS OF VISITATION OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. FICKLIN. I ask the unanimous consent 


| of the House to take up Senate bill No. 236, ‘ to 


incorporate the Sisters of Visitation of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia.’’ The bill contains no 
appropriation, nor does it grant any exclusive 
privileges beyond what are granted in ordinary 
acts of incorporation. 

There was no objection, and the bill was ac- 
cordingly taken up from the Speaker’s table and 
read a first and second time by its title, and or- 
dered to a third reading. Subsequently it was 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I move that the vote last 
taken, by which the bill passed, be reconsidered, 
and that the motion to reconsider do lie upon the 
table. 

The question was taken, and the latter motion 
was agreed to. 


SPANISH CONSUL AT NEW ORLEANS. 


Mr. LANDRY. 1 ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up from the Speaker’s table 
Senate joint resolution No. 44, for the relief of the 


| Spanish consul, and other subjects of Spain re- 


siding at New Orleans, and of subjects of Spain 
residing at Key West, by indemnity for losses 
occasioned in the year 1851. 

I do not intend to make a single remark upon 
the subject, for when the resolution has been read, 
I doubt whether there will be a man in this House 


| to object. 


The resolution was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. MACE. 1 object. 

Mr. LANDRY. i now move to suspend the 
rules, to enable the Houseto take up and act upon 
the resolution. 

The question was taken, and (two thirds having 


| voted in the affirmative) the rules were suspended. 


The joint resolution was then taken up, received 
its several readings, and was passed. 

Mr. LETCHER. Irise to a question of order. 
I submit that that resolution makes an appropri- 
ation, and that, according to our rules, it must go 
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

[Cries of ** Too late !’’] 
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1853. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. T he: Chair thinks | 
the point of order comes too late. 

Mr. LANDRY. I move to reconsider the vote 
y which the resolution was passed, and to lay 
e motion to reconsider upon the table. 

[he question was taken, and the latter motion 
was agreed to. 

LIGHT-HOUSE AND POST ROUTE BILL. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Assury Dickrns, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, informing the House that the Senate had 
nassed the bill of the House (No. 362) “* making 
‘ appropri ations for light-houses, light-boats, 
‘buoys, &e., and providing for the erection and 
+ eatablabenmns of the same, and for other pur- 

*? with amendments, in which they asked 


‘poses, 
the concurrence of the House; and that the Senate 
had agreed to appoint a committee of conference 
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the bill of the House (No. 364) ** to establish cer- 
tain post roads,’’ and had appointed Messrs. 

Rusk, Dopce, dnd CuHaseE as the committee upon 
the part of the Senate. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move that the light-house 
bill just returned from the Senate with amend- 
ments, be taken up and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

The question was taken, and the motion agreed 
to. 

SPANISH CONSUL, ETC., AGAIN. 

Mr. LETCHER. I insist upon my point of 
order, that the bill which has just passed for the 
relief of the Spanish consul and others, could not 
pass the House without the rule being suspended 
ly h required it to go to the Committee of the 

hole on the state of the Union, or without its 
hate considered there. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair has al- 
ready decided that it is too late to raise the ques- 
tion of order after the passage of the resolution. 
Ifthe House has violated its own rule, it is the 
fault of the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
Chair—if there is any fault—and not that of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The gentleman from 
Virginia is scarcely in order. The Chair cannot 
order the resolution to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. It is the busi- 
ness of the Chair to put the motions to the House 
which are made. 

Mr. LETCHER. I understand that it is the 
business of the Chair to put only such motions to 
the House as are in order, according to the rules 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. 
Virginia is out of order. The Chair decides that 
it is now too late to raise the question of order. 

INSPECTORS OF STEAMERS. 

Mr. DUNCAN. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table the 
resolution of the Senate (No. 79) in amendment 
of a joint resolution relating to the inspectors of 
steamers, approved the 7th day of January, 1853, 
and act upon it. 

Mr. LETCHER. [I object. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of taking up the resolution. 

The question was put, and upon a division 
72 rose in the affirmative. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I ask for tellers upon the 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. SurHERLAND 
and GaYLorp were appointed. 

The question was again put, end the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 68, noes not counted. 

So (two thirds not having voted in the affirma- 
tive) the rules were not suspended. 

RECESS. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to make the motion that the 
House take a recess until six o’clock. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. [ object. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move to suspend the 
rules, 

Mr. MARTIN. [rise to a privileged question. 
T move a call of the House. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the motion to 
suspend the rules. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. 


Upon that I 
ask for tellers. 


| 
I think it is the fault of the 


The gentleman from | 


= CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CAB iLL. of Florida. I rise toa ques- 
tion of order. 1 submit that it does not require a 
vote of two thirds for the House to take a recess. 

‘The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair decides 
that it is not in order to move to take a recess, and 
that the rules must be suspended before the motion 
can be made. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I demand the 
yeas and nays upon the motion to suspend the 
rules. If we take a recess now, the business for 
the session is done. We shall not be able to get 
the House together again. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, sir, to relieve gen- 
tlemen from any doubt in relation to a re 
of order, | will vary my motion. I move ths 
when this House adjourns it adjourn to meet at six 
o’clock this evening. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. 
in order. * 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then I insist upon my 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 
hays were called upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Tellers were then demanded and ordered; and 
Messrs. Mace and Ewe appointed. 

The question was taken and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 76, noes 34; no quorum voting. 

Mr. EVANS. I demand tellers upon the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair decides 
that itis now too late to ask for tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 


That motion is not 


The yeas and 


Mr. ORR. I move that there be a call of the 
House. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I demand the yeas and nays 


upon that motion. 

Mr.STEPHENS, of Georgia. Doesthe Chair 
hold that it is necessary to suspend the rules for 
the House to take a recess? 

The SPEAKER pro tem. 
a two-thirds vote to do it. 

Mr. STEVENS. I rise to a question of order. 
I submit to the Chair that two thirds are not ne- 
cessary to takea recess. The effect of the motion 
is not to fixthe hour ofadjournment. Itis merely 
to suspend the business of the House for two 
hours. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Itis clearly within 
the control of a majority to take a recess at any 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair stated 
when the motion was first made that it would re- 
quire a two-thirds vote to take a recess, and that 
was then hisimpression. Upon further reflection, 
however, heis inclined to think the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. SterHens] is correct in stating that 
it is within the control of a majority, and he will 
entertain the motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The Chair is right in that 
decision. I move that the House take a recess 
until six o’clock. 

Mr. EWING. 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I desire to submit to the 
Chair the fact, that when the question was put, 
there was a majority in favor of taking a recess, 
and [ think no further action is required. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair is not 
aware that such a motion has been put to the 
House. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The question was put, 
and the tellers reported—ayes 76, noes 34. 

The SPEAKER pro te m. ‘That was upon the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I ask fortellers upon the mo- 
tion that the House take a recess. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Henpricks 
and Srrorwer were appointed. 

The question was then put, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 76, noes 28; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I rise toa ques- 
tion of order. This House may adjourn without 
a quorum, but it cannot take a recess without a 
quorum. I call upon the Chair to decide that mo- 
tion. It is levislative action [t is not like a 
motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair decides 
that the House cannot act upon the motion with 
outa quorum. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I appeal from that decision. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I desire 
know if it is in order to move a call of the House ? 


It certainly requires 


Upon that motion I demand 


ho quorum voting. 


to 
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Phe SPE 
of the Chatr 
Mr. JOHNSON, |! that 
upon it demand the yeas and nays. 
Ihe yeas and nays were ordered, 


LKER itis in order, in the opinion 


make motion, and 


The question, ** Shall there be a eall of the 
House?”’ was then taken, and the result was- 
yeas 49, nays 68; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, 
Jno. H. Boyd, Bragg, Busby, Chapman, Chastain, Clemens, 
Coleock, Daniel, Darby, Dimmick, Doty, Duncan, Evans, 
Fuch, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Gaylord, Giddings, 
Grey, Grow, Hart, Hebard, Hendricks, Andrew Johusen, 
Robert W. Johnson, Kurtz, Lockhart, Mace, Martin, Me 
Corkle, McNair, MeQueen, Millson, Morrison, Murray, 
Orr, Phelps, Price, Reed, Robie, David L. Seymour, Smith, 
Stuart, Taylor, Thurston, and Townstend--49 

NAYS— Messrs. Babcock, Bennett, Bibighans, Bocock, 
Bowie, Bowne, Briggs, George H. Brown, Joseph Ca 
Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Caskie, Chand 
ler, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, George T. Davis, Dean, Dun 
ham, Eastman, Ewing, Fay, Ficklin, Freeman, Gamble 
Goodenow, Gorman, Green, Hammond, Sampson W 
Harris, Haws, Haseall, Henn, Hibbard, Holladay, Hore 
ford, Howard, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, In 
gersoll, Jackson, George G. King, Kubns, Landry. Little, 
MecMutlin, Meade, John Moore, Morehead, Murphy, Na 
bers, Outlaw, Penn, Penniman, Polk, Powell, Riddl 
Robbins, Sabine, Schermerhorn, Origen 8. Seymour 
Skelton, St. Martin, Venable, Washburn, Watkins, Wells, 


and Woodward—628 


So a call of the House was not ordered. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Dickrins, its Secretary, informine the 
House that they had passed the bill of the House 
(No. 342) entitled ** An act making : appropriations 
for the naval service during the year ending June 
30th, 1854,”’ with sundry amendments, in which 
they ask the concurrence of the House 
The question then recurred upon the appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
an appropriation bill upon which 
appeal to the gentleman from Virginia 


We now have 
we can act, I 
[Mr. Me- 
Mv] to withdraw his motion for a recess and 


let us go on with the business of the House. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I will withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

The SPE AK ER pro tem. Then the appea! of 
the gentleman from Georgia wil! fall with the 
withdrawal of the motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the naval appro- 


priation bill, with the Senate amendments, be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
acreed to. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move that 
bill, which was to the Committee 
Conference, be considered as referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the U 

The SPEAKER pro tem. That can 
by unanimous consent. 

There was no objection, 
ingly referred to the Committee of the 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. PHELPS. 


suspended, and tha 


the lirht-house 
referred on 


nion. 
be done 


-ord- 


7e On 


and the bili was ac 


Wh 


I now move that the rules be 
t the House resolve itself into 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
The question was put, and the motion agreed to 
So the rules were suspended. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Orr in the chair.) 
Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the committees 
take a recess until six o’clock. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


der, in the opinion of the Chair. 


rp 
I nat motion mw notin or- 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHE L PS. | move that the committee 
take up and consider the naval appropriation bill 
with the Senate amendments. 

The question was pat, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I! move that the 
committee rise for the purpose of closing debate 
upon this bill, 

Mr. McMULLIN. I movethat the co: tlee 
take a recess until half-past six o’rlock 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not in or 


der. in the opinion of the Chair 
Mr. McMULLIN. I think the motion has 
usually been entertained in committee 


The CHAIRMAN. 


motion is 


The Chair decides that the 


not in order 
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Mr. MeMULLIN. 
of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion has been 
sometimes entertained, but according to the recol- 
lection of the Chair, it was entertained by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union have no right to 
do anything by unanimous consent which the 
rules of the House do not allow. 

The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’’ was 
then taken, and upon a division there were—ayes 
58, noes 38. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 
peal. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jonnson of 
Arkansas and Seymour of New York were ap- 
pointed, 

The question was again put, and the tellers re- 
po ted—ayes 60, noes 9; no quorum voting. 

{Cries of ** Call the roll!’’ ‘* Call the roll ) 

The roll was then called, and J02 gentlemen 
answered to their names. 

‘The committee then rose, and the Speaker hay- 
ing resumed the chair, the chairman [Mr. Orr] 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the bill of the House (No. 342) making 
appropriations for the naval service during the 
vear ending June 30, 1854; and having found itself 
without a quorum, had ordered the roll to be 
called, and had directed him to report the facts to 
the House, with the names of the absentees. 


I appeal from the decision 


I ask for tellers upon the ap- 


Mr. DEAN. Has a quorum answered to their 


names? 
The SPEAKER, There has not. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. HAWS, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which received the signature of 
the Speaker: 

\n act making appropriations for the support 
of the Military Academy during the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1854; 

An act making an appropriation for the com- 
pletion of the public buildings in the Territory of 
Minnesota; and 

A joint resolution providing for printing and 
binding the returns of the Seventh Census. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. DEAN. I move that there be a call of the 
Elouse, 

The question was put and the motion agreed to. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. EWING. I move to suspend all further 
yroceedings in the call. 

The question was taken, and there were on a 
division—ayes 35; when 


Mr. EWING called for tellers; which were or- | 


dered, and Messrs. Mace and Ewine appointed. 

‘The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 58, noes 35. 

So the House refused to suspend further pro- 
ceedings in the call. 

{Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Assury Dickins, its Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate had agreed 
to the report of the Committee of Conference ap- 
pointed upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses upon the bill of the House establishing 
certain post roads. | 

Mr. STUART. I submit that the motion is 
not in order, as the rules of the House cannot be 
suspended unless there is a quorum present. 

Many Memsers. Call the roll! Cull the roll! 

Mr. STUART. Were we not engaged in acall 
of the House, and was not the motion made to 
susoend the call? 

Mr. DEAN. 
House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is in- 
clined to think that the motion of the gentleman 
from New York, that there be a call of the House, 
is in order, and that that motion and a motion to 
adjourn are the only ones in order. 

Mr. STUART. I understand that we were 
engaged in a call of the House, and that there was 
a motion to suspend that call, and that upon the 
motion to suspend the call there was no quorum 
voting, 
House goes on. 


I move there be a call of the 


That motion failed, and the call of the | 


OP AKER ac i atic es : . 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The point made that unanimous consent, witho 
by the gentleman from Michigan is well taken. || sufficient 


The doors of the Hall will be closed. 

Mr. OLDS. I hope the House will informally 
allow me to make a report from a Committee of 
Conference on the post route bill. 

Many Members. No, no! There is no quo- | 
rum. 

Mr. OLDS. It is a large bill, and it is import- 
ant that the report of the Committee of Conference 
should be acted on, so that the bill may be en- 
rolled. 

[Cries of ** Order !”* §* Order!’’} 

Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a question of order. 
I understand that on the vote last taken, 58 voted 
to suspend all further proceedings, and a less num- | 
ber voted in the negative. My point is, that by 
that vote all further proceedings in the call have 
been suspended, a quorum not being nécessary for 
that purpose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair de- 
cided upon the point of order raised by the gen- 
tleman from Michigan, (Mr. Srvuarr,] that there 
not being a quorum voting in favor of suspending 
the call, the call was not suspended. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Is this the proper time to 
render excuses for absentees? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is in order 
as the Clerk calls the names of the absentees. 
The Clerk then commenced the call of the ab- 

sentees, as follows: 

Wiriis ALLEN. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I learn that Mr. ALLenis quite 
sick. I therefore ask that he be excused. 

The question was taken, and Mr. ALLEN was 
excused. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 1 wish to inquire of the Chair 
if the doors are closed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. They are. 

Mr. TAYLOR. [inquired for information, as 
I see the doors opening now and then. 

Witiiam S. Asue. 

Mr. CARTTER. I wish to say that Mr. Asne 
has been indisposed for several days, and is quite 
so to-day. He is absent in consequence of indis- 
position. I move that he be excused. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Asne was 
excused, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask the 
Speaker that the Committee of Conference be ad- 
mitted. ‘They are at the door. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There being no | 
quorum present, the Chair thinks it is not in order 
to do so. The doors have been ordered to be 
closed. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It isa conference commit- 
tee engaged in the service of the House. They 
have completed their business, and ask permission 
to enter, and I believe they have a right to enter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It being ascer- 
tained that no quorum is present, the Chair thinks | 
nothing is in order except to proceed with the 
call of the House, or a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE. They are executing the 
order of the House, and they were not absent of 
their own volition. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair begs 
pardon. Will the gentleman from Arkansas state 
his proposition again? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will state that the Com- 
mittee of Conference on the civil and diplomatic 
bill was created under the order of the House. 
They have been out on that service; they are 
through with their labors, and are at the door 
asking admission. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
objection, they will be admitted. 

Mr. OLDS. I move that all further proceed- 
ings under the call be dispensed with. 

The question was put and decided in the affirm- | 
ative, 

So all further proceedings under the call were 
dispensed with. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. OLDS. _I desire to make a report from a | 
Committee of Conference on the post route bill. | 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks 


If there is no 


| 


that the report cannot be made until he ascertains | 
whether a quorum is present, which he will pro- || 
ceed to do by a count. 
I move that by unanimous con- | 
It will save time. 
The Chair thinks | 


Mr. EVANS. 
sent the report be received. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ut a quorum, is not 


The Chair then proceeded to count the mem- 
bers, and announced that there were 119—a quo- 
rum—present, 

Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to a question of or. 
der. It isthis: That a call having been proceeded 
with, and it being ascertained that no quorum.w 
present, it was not competent, at that time, for 
the Chair to entertain a motion to suspend further 
proceedings in the call. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over. 
rules the point of order. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. OLDS. I submit the report of the Com- 
mittee of Conference upon the post route bill, 

The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee of Conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses upon House bill No. 364, **A bill establist)- 
ing certain post routes, and for other purposes,”’ have had qa 
full and free conference, and have agreed upon the follow- 
ing report, to wit: That it be recommended that the House 
agree to the fourth amendment ef the Senate with the fol. 
lowing amendment, to wit: Strike out all of said amend. 
ment after the word “ Ohio” in the fifth line, and insert, 
**the same commission On all mailable matter distributed at 
‘ their respective offices, as is allowed by law tothe post- 


as 


| § masters of the other distributing offices, such allowance 


‘to date from the Ist day of June, 1851.”’ 

That the House agree to the fifth amendment of the Sen- 
ate with the following amendment: Strike out all after the 
word ‘ Senate,’ in the fifth line. 

The question was taken upon concurring in the 
report, and it was decided in the affirmative. 

The following is a digest of the above report: 

The House agrees to the fourth amendment of 


| the Senate, with an amendment. 


| 


| 


| 


| mittee take a recess. 


| 


The fourth amendment of the Senate was as 
follows: 


“Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That the Auditor of 
the Treasury for the Post Office Department be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to allow the postmaster at Richmond, 
Virginia, and the postmaster at Cleveland, Obio, [such ad- 
ditional commissions on the mail matter distributed by them, 
respectively, since the Ist day of June, 1851, as will, with 
the commissions already allowed them, make their annual 
compensation equal to $2,000 each, since the said Ist day 
of June, 1851.77] 


The House agrees to the above, with the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

*« Strike out all after the word ‘ Ohio,’ inclosed in brack- 
ets, and insert in lieu thereof as follows : 

“The same commissions on all mailable matter distrib- 
uted at their respective offices as is allowed by law to the 
postmasters of the other distributing offices, such allowance 
to date from the Ist day of June, 1851.’ 


The House agrees to the fifth amendment of the 
Senate, with an amendment, which is to strike 
out all after the word ‘‘ Senate,’’ as inclosed in 
brackets, in the following fifth Senate amendment: 


* Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That hereafter, as 
the offices of the Assistant Postmasters General, or either 
of them, shall be vacated, the appointment of his successor 
shall be made by the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, fat the same 
salary as that of the Auditor for the Post Office Department: 
That an Assistant Postmaster General shall be appointed as 
aforesaid, and at the compensation aforesaid, to be em- 


| ployed in the inspection of the mail service, or such other 


duties as the Postmaster General shall assign him ; and that 
$500 per annum be allowed and paid to the Assistant Post- 
master General upon whom the law devolves the duties 
and powers of Postmaster General, in case of his absence, 
death, or resignation.’’]} 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SIBLEY. lIask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take u 
The SPEAKER pro tem., (interrupting.) The 





House was in committee and the Chair understood 


that it was by unanimous consent, and in an in- 
formal manner, that the report of the Committee 
of Conference was allowed tobe made. The House 
will now resume its session in the committee. 


NAVY BILL. 

The House accordingly went back into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Orr in the chair,) and resumed the consider- 
ation of the Senate amendments to the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Navy. 

he CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee is upon an appeal. The gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. McMutu1n,} moved that the com- 
The Chair ruled the motion 
out of order, and that the committee could not en- 
tertain the motion. From that decision the gen- 
tleman from Virginia takes anappeal. The ques- 
tion is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 


| the judgment of this committee ?”’ 


he question was put, and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. 
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rhe CHAIRMAN. The question recurs upon 

motion of the gentleman from Arkansas, that 

-ommittee rise, with the view of submitting a 
tion to close the general debate upon the bill. 
[he question was put, and the motion was 
rreed to. 

“The committee acc ordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 

-.ommittee (Mr. Orr) reported that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union had had 
the state of the Union generally under considera- 
‘ion, and particularly the amendments of the Sen- 
se to the bill of the House making appropriations 
for the support of the Navy, and had come to no 
resolution therein. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move the usual 
resolution to close debate upon this bill in five 
minutes after the committee shall have again re- 

sumed its consideration. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas.. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve it- 
self into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. Orr in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Navy for the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1854. 

The first amendment of the Senate was then read, 
as follows: 


‘¢ Strike out $79,448 in the following paragraph : 

‘For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers 
asi seamen, including the Engineer Corps of the Navy, 
$2,879,448 5”? 

‘‘ And insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“ Bighty thousand one hundred and forty-eight dollars : 
Provided, That the salary of the assistant observer or as 
tronomer at the National Observatory shall be 22,000, and 
the salary of the principal clerk at said Observatory shall 
be $1,200.” 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to reduce the appro- 
priation one dollar. The amendment of the Sen- 
ate proposes to increase the salaries of the assistant 
astronomer and the principal clerk at the Observ- 
atory in this city. I hope that it will be non- 
concurred in; for that assistant receives now $1,500 
perannum, and the clerk, appointed from civil 
life, receives $1,000. 

Mr. EVANS. I do not think that during my 
whole Congressional life | ever voted for raising 
a salary; but | am of the opinion that the present 
sal iry of the astronomer and principal computer 
of the Observatory ought to be increased. I am 
aware of the fact that it takes more sense to fill 
that office than it does to be a member of Con- 
gress. I do not know how much that takes. It 
takes a man of talent and a man of education to 
fill that office. The gentleman from Missouri 
{Mr. Pers] is infinitely mistaken if he does 
not know that it requires an extensive education, 
and the expenditure of the midnight oil during 
many long years of a lifetime to qualify a man 
for that office. I ho pe the amendment will be 
concurred in. 

Mr. PHELPS then, by unanimous 
withdrew his amendment. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
the Senate, and it was non-concurred in—there 
being, on a division, only 49 ayes. 

The next amendment of the Senate was read, 
as follows: 


consent, 


‘ Insert, after line 10, the following: 

** And the pay of a purser when attached to and doing 
duty at the naval station of California shall be $4,000 per 
annum, and he shall be allowed a clerk, at a compensation 
not exceeding $2,000 per annum.” 

Mr. PHELPS. This amendment proposes to 
increase the salary of the purser who may be sta- 
tioned in California, and who, in addition to his 
duties as purser, is, by an act of Congress passed 
at the last session, required to discharge the duties 
of navy agent there. 1 am of the opinion that the 
salary ofa purser, when he is performing duty on 
shore in California, in consideration of the high 
prices of living there, is wholly inadequate. 

Mr. HART. I demand tellers on the amend- 
ment. I do not think that there is a quorum 
present. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 





‘ THE CONGRE! 


The next amendment of the Senate was read, 
as follows: 


* Insert alter the preceding amendment, the following : 

** And the proper accounting officers of the 
and they are hereby, authorized 
pay, Out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro 
priated, to the officers, petty officers, and seamen of the 
United States Navy, to the officers, non-commissioned offi 
cers, musicians, and privates of the Marine Corps, and to 
the officers and men of the revenue service who served in 
the Pacific ocean, on the coast of California and Mexico, 
during the late war with Mexico, and since the conclusion 
of the war up to the 28th of September, 1850, the same ad 
ditional compensation as has been by law directed to be paid 
to the officers and soldiers of the army who served in Cali 
fornia; and that this provision allowing extra pay, as well 


lreasury be, 
and directed to allow and 


as that contained in the Navy appropriation act of August 
3ist, 1852, shall extend to and include all naval storekeep 
ers who were stationed on the Pacific coast; and the addi 


tional compensation authorized by the foregoing provision, 
and by the Navy appropriation act of 1852, shall be paid to 
the legal representatives of all deceased persons who would 
have been entitled to receive the same if living.”’ 


Mr. PHELPS. I think that it was in 1849 or 
1850 that Congress increased the compensation of 
the officers and soldiers who were engaged in the 
service in Oregon and California. At the last ses- 
sion of Congress an amendment similar to that 
was placed on the naval appropriation bill. My 
attention was particularly called to it from the 
fact of my having been appointed to serve on the 
committee of conference. That committee of con- 
ference recommended to their respective Houses 
that the officers of the Navy, and the seamen and 
marines, and those engaged in the revenue ser- 
vice, should be placed precisely on the same foot- 
ing that the officers and soldiers of the Army had 
been placed. And that is the law at the present 
time. This amendment proposes to go back to 
the commencement of the war with Mexico, and 
to pay the officers and seamen of the Navy, the 
marines, and those engaged in the revenue service 
from some time in 1846 to 1849 or 1850, an in- 
creased compensation, thus making Army and 
Navy unequal in that respect, as they now stand 
on the same footing. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 


The next amendment of the Senate was read, 
as follows: 


“ Tnsert after the preceding amendment the following: 

“ And there shall be allowed to Lieutenants William 
Lewis Hernden and Lardner Gibbon, officers of the United 
States Navy, who were engaged upon the exploration o/ 
the Amazon, the same pay as has been allowed to the 
superintendent of the naval astronomical expedition in 
Chili, by the act making appropriation 
vice, approved Mareh 3, 1851, during the period of their 
service as aforesaid, which period shall be reckoned from 
the date on which each officer left the United States until 
the final return of the exploring party.”’ 


Mr. PHELPS. I move that their salaries be 
increased to $3,000 per annum, and I do so for 
the popes of ascertaining from some gentlemen 
of the Naval Committee what was the salary of 
the officer who was sent out to make ‘ 


is for the naval ser 


I 


astronom- 


ical observations in Chili. My impression is, that 
it was $3,000 per annum. I desire, if we intend 
to increase salaries, that we shall say what they 


shall be, and not that they shall be the same as 
some other officer has received, without stating 
what he received. I withdraw my amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was non-concurred in. 


The next amendment of the Senate was read, 
as follows: 

* Add after these words, ‘ For pay of superintendents, 
naval constructors, and all the civil establishments at the 
several navy-yards and stations, $108,650,’ the following : 

* And the first and second clerks to the commandants of 
the principal navy-yards, viz: New York, Wash 
ington, Norfolk, and Pensacola, shall receive the same pay 
that the lowest classes of clerks in the bureaus of the Navy 
Department now receive respectively; and each clerk of 
the yard in said navy-yards shall receive the same com 
pensation as is herein provided for the. first clerks to com 
mandants.’’ 

Mr. PHELPS. Here isa proposition to in- 
crease the salaries of the clerks of certain navy- 
yards, and they are to be made equal to the sala- 
ries of certain clerks in certain bureaus of the 
Navy Department in this city. 1 do not under- 
stand it. We have already changed the salaries 
of clerks in the public offices in this city, and I 
hope this amendment will be disagreed to. 

Mr. CARTTER. And so dol. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
of the Senate was disagreed to. 


foston, 


The next amendment (No. 1) of the Senate, to 
insert after line 13, the following, was read: 
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gas to and fixtures for | 
National Observatary, £2,000,” 


‘Por pipes for carrving 
with it the 


ghting 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

The second amendment of the 
insert, 


Senate was to 
after the second line on the fifth page of the 
bill, the following: 

* For contingent expenses, not enumerated, &5,000."" 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

The third amendment of the Senate: 

* Insert, 


afler these words, ‘ Forimprovement and repair 

of buildings and grounds, and support of Naval Academy 
at Annapolis, Maryland, $46,059,’ the following 

‘For purchase of land, extending walls, making new 


roads and 
changing th 


bespital, and 
Academy at 


wharf, building and furnishing 
fronts of houses at the Naval 
Annapolis, Maryland, $38,000.” 

Mr. PHELPS. This appropriation was betore 
the Committee on Ways and Means when thev 
reported the naval bill, and they did not thi ik 
that it was expedient to make the 

Mr. BOWIE. That appropriation is 
mended by the Secretary of the Nav Vv, 
the Naval Academy in charge. It is imperative ly 
necessary, and I hope that it will be adopted. 

Mr. WALSH. I would ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Ways and Means whether that 
appropriation is not pre licated on the estimates of 
the Navy The ground been 
purchased, and the improvements enumerated in 
the amendment, which are all necessary, 
going on at that locality. 
Navy has told us that this appropriation is ne 
cessary to complete those improvements for 
proper accommodation of the officers and 
shipmen at 


appropriation, 
recom- 


who has 


Department? has 
are now 
The Secretary of the 


the 
mid- 
that establishment. I hope we will 


not reject this appropriation on the mere declara- 


tion of a member of the Ways and Means that 
they had it before them, and thought it inexpe- 
dient, although recommended by the proper De- 


partment of the Government, unless they !ay be- 
fore us some data to justify their 


it be adopte d 


conclusion. I 
trust the amendment wi 
The question was taken, and the amendment of 


the Senate was non-concurred in. 


Amendment of the Senate, (numbered thre 
a half: 

In page 5, line 9, after the following clause : 

* For meteorological observation 
the directions of the Secr 

** Insert the following: 

** And the 
settle all existing controve 
of Salt marsh, 1 
sea, in the county of Suffolk 
sachusetts, and to sell and e« 
est of the United States i 
deem expedient, 


eand 


, to be conducted under 
tary of the Navy, 82,000 


Secretary of the 


Navy is hereb 


rsies as tothe till 
lands of the Naval 


anthorized to 
to any portions 
Hospitalin Chel 
and Commonwealth of Mas 
mvey the right, tithe, and inter 
180 much of said marsh as 
upon the terms and conditions recom 
mended ina report from the Bureau of Navv-Yards aud 
Docks upon the subject, dated January 17, 1653."’ 


Mr. PHELPS 


ir tive 


he m ty 


| presume that this is intended 


to enable the Secretary of the Navy to give the 
right of way, or something of that kind, across 
the land belonging to the Government at Chelsea. 


It will be ted that the 
tleman who re pre entsthe 
act passed under a sus} sion of the 
mit the Secretary of the Navy to 


way over the ( 


day the 
town of Cheisea had an 


recoliec other vren- 





rule 8S to per- 


give the right of 


rovernment grounds near Chelsea 


Hospital, in the State of Massachusetts. If that 
ventleman is here hecan inform the House whether 
Iam rightin my impression. I refer to it for the 


purpose of having him make an explanation. If I 
am right in my ure, everything 
accomplished that is desirable. 


conject has been 
The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 
Fourth amendment of the Senate, 
following clause: 


to amend the 


** For cooper’s shop and watchman’s quarters, dredging 


in front and pointing and puddling stone basin, boiler- 
room, boilers, ¢ e, and machinery, reservoir for engine 

house, pipes, gutters, drajns, and cisterns, grading yard 
near timber-shed, and for repairs of all kinds, including 


care ot 

‘* Amend the above 
© quarters,’ the words * 
and hauling up.”’ 


floating dock, $55,107 
clause by inserting after the word 


foundations of ways for launching 


The fifth amendment: 

** Insert in the above clause, after the word ‘ cisterns 
the words ‘ removing ledge, and.’’ 

The sixth amendment: 


“Insert in the 
shed,’ the words 


above clause, after the words‘ 
‘dry-dock and railway chapel.” 

‘yr 

The seventh amendmen 

* After the 
§ $53,107,’ 


word ‘ dock’ in th 
and ins 


above can 
tin lieu thereol * 880,893.’ ”* 


strike out 
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Mr. PHELPS. I will state to the committee 
that this is a restoration of the estimates submitted 
to us by the Secretary of the Treasury for repairs 
of the navy-yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
The Committee on Ways and Means recommend 
that which was contained in the bill, but they are 
not in favor of building a chapel at that or any 
The other improvements which are 


I sug- 


orner Vv urd. 
mentioned they believeare not necessary. 
gest that the vote be taken upon the four amend- 
ments just read, which have reference to the Ports- 
mouth navy-yard, 

The question was taken upon the amendments, 
and they were not agreed to. 

The following clause of the bill was read: 

‘* Boston, Massachusetts.—For rebuilding smithery, coop 
erage, and packing-house, coal house for repe-walk en 
gines, stone wall wesatot timber dock, rebuilding battery, 
grading dnd paving timber-shed number thirty-one, aud 
for repairs of all kinds, 881,450.” 

Ihe eighth amendment of the Senate: 

*After the word ‘for,’ in the above paragraph, insert 
‘machine shops aud foundery.’ ” 

Che ninth amendment of the Senate: 

Insert in the above clause, after the word ‘ engines’ 
the word ‘chapel.’ ”? 

Che tenth amendment of the Senate: 

‘* Insert in the above clause, after the word ‘ battery,’ the 
words § shear wharf, hauling slip gutters.’ ”’ 

The eleventh amendment of the Senate: 

‘“ Afterthe word ‘ kinds,’ in the above clause, strike out 
$81,460,’ and insert in lieu thereof * U19,800.? ” 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘These amendments are to re- 
store the estimates submitted by the Secretary of 
the Navy for improvements at the navy-yard at 
Boston and Charlestown. 

The question was taken upon the amendments, 
and they were not agreed to. 

The following clause of the bill was then read: 

New York, New York.—For completing engine houses, 
$30,000; for repairs of all Kinds, $18,000,” 


The twelfth amendment of the Senate: 


° 
“ Strike out the above clause, and insert the following : 
“ For completing commander’s house, smithery, timber 
shed, lime, piteh, and coal house, continuing quay wall, 
muster office, coal wharf, dredging channel! and piers, com- 
pleting engine house, culvert, and remaining piles in front 
ofdock, filling in timber pond and low places, paving gut 
ters and flagging, and for repairs of all kinds, $249,320.” 

Mr. PHELPS. I move an amendment pro 
This is a restoration of the estimates for 
the support of the navy-yard at Brooklyn. The 
Secretary of the Navy estimated as important and 
necessary for repairs and improvements of that 
rard the sum of $249,320. The Committee on 

Nays and Means, in their examination of that 
matter, concluded to report two estimates onl y— 
one for building the engine-house $30,000, and 
for repairs of all kinds $18,000. The amount of 
$30,000 for building an engine-house was required 
to pay expenses already incurred. The other isa 
general appropriation for repairs of all kinds. The 
committee will perhaps be desirous of knowing 
why the Committee on Ways and Means cut 
down the residue of these estimates. It was for 
the reason that the State of New York has not 
ceded to the United States jurisdiction over the late 
purchase which was made at that navy-yard; and 
for another reason, that the Committee on Ways 
and Means was also informed that the corporate 
authorities of either the city of Brooklyn or New 
York had granted to some individual the right to 
extend a pier for six hundred feet just below the 
navy-yard, to cross a portion of the channel, the 
result of which would be that the extended pier 
will prove a great obstruction, as it would pass up 
to the navy-yard, or the dry-dock, and must ne- 
eessarily fill up the channel. The committee 
therefore concluded that until New York shall 
cede jurisdiction over this land, which belonged to 
the Government, and which we lately bouglit, and 
unless they ceased making these obstructions to 
the use of that navy-yard, it was inexpedient to 
make any more appropriations. 

Mr. BOWNE. I am opposed to the gentle- 
man’s amendmeut. He states that this appropri- 
ation was refused because the city of New York 
had refused to cede jurisdiction over this land to 
the Government. I have to say, in that connec- 
tion, this: The corporation of Brooklyn have 
come to an amicable arrangement with the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and that a member—a member 
of the Committee on Ways and Means—received 
a telegraphic dispatch this morning from Albany, 


that the Brooklyn jurisdiction bill has gone to a 
third reading, and will be passed. This is un- 


doubtedly true, for there is nothing, and there | 


never has been anything to prevent its passage. 
The opposition to the measure is entirely removed. 
1 will say, furthermore, that there has been no 
such dock projected, and the consent of Brooklyn 
or New York could never be gained to building 
any such dock; and no man but a sheer idiot 
would think of building sucha dock. If he did 
build it, he could not in any possible way affect 
the egress and ingress to the navy-yard. So I 
think | have done with that objection. I trust 
that the committee, withont further delay, will 
make the necessary and proper appropriations for 
this navy-yard. They are small in comparison 
to the wants of the yard and the Government. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will withdraw my amend- 
ment. I was about to propose another amend- 
ment. The gentleman from New York and my- 
self do not understand this matter alike. There 
is a very material difference in our understanding 
of it. I move to strike out the first line. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. I rise to a question of 
order. | admire the gentleman’s zeal, but I do 
not think he is in order in taking the floor twice. 
1 make the point of order that the same gentleman 
cannot move two amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first amendment has 
been withdrawn. The Chair assigned the gentle- 
man the floor, and he unquestionably has the right 
after withdrawing his first amendment to offer a 
second. 

Mr. PHELPS. All I desire is, that the com- 
mittee may have a fair understanding of this mat- 
ter. I desire not to misrepresent this matter in 
any particular whatever. A diagram was sub- 
mitted to the Committee on Ways and Means 
with all the grounds marked out upon it connected 
with the Brooklyn navy-yard, and upon that dia- 
gram was the plan of a pier; and we were informed 
by Commodore Smith, having charge of the yards, 
that liberty had been given to some person, whose 
name I do not recollect, to extend a pier for six 
hundred feet, commencing upon the Brooklyn side 
of the Wallabout channel, and running out into 
the ship channel. 

Mr. BOWNE. With the gentleman’s permis- 
sion, I will state that no pier can be built without 
the permission of the corporation of Brooklyn. 
The Mayor, who left here the day before yester- 
day, and who came here authorized by the cor- 
poration to settle this matter, informed me that 
no such grant had ever been made, and never 
would be while he was Mayor. 

Mr. PHELPS. One moment, if you please. I 
desire to know of the gentleman from New York 
whether the city of Brooklyn does not claim to low- 
water mark, on the Brooklyn side, jurisdiction, as 
far as jurisdiction can be exercised by either New 
York or Brooklyn? Does not the city of New 
York license those ferries which are to run be- 
tween the city of New York and Brooklyn, and 
does she not claim jurisdiction as far as any city 
can claim jurisdiction over navigable water, to low- 
water mark on the Long Island side? 

Mr. BOWNE. 
cislature of New York. 

Mr. PHELPS. Which city grants the license ? 

Mr. BOWNE. They have grants from both 
cities. They have to get a grant from the Legis- 
lature to obtain authority from both cities. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
York can grant the right of way to the city of 
Brooklyn? 

Mr. BOWNE. 
of Brooklyn. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


She cannot without the consent 


I would ask how long the 


jurisdiction of this land has been withheld? 


Mr. PHELPS. The jurisdiction has been with- 
held, on the purchase made in 1848, from that 
ume to the present. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think we had better not 
make the appropriation until we have jurisdiction 
of the matter. 

Mr. DEAN. | desire to say to the gentleman 
from Missouri, and to the committee, that last 
year thecity of Brooklyn attempted to exercise 
this jurisdiction of granting the exclusive right for 
ferries. But in a case which was tried in the 
Supreme Court of New York, in which I was 


myself engaged, they decided that the city of | the completion of the engine-house, which is ne- 


Brooklyn had no such authority whatever. 


Mr. PHELPS. Then the authority belongs to | 


They are licensed by the Le- | 


| ask whether the city of New | 
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the city of New York, of granting this righ ,; 
way. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to add the following: 

Provided, That no part of the money shall be expended 
until the city of New York shall cede her jurisdiction to», 
United States. 

I see that the objection to this amendment whict 
has been presented by the Committee on Ways 
and Means reduces itself to this: In the first place 
New York claims jurisdiction and exercises it, If 
this proviso is adopted it will cut them off. Th. 
other objection which has been made was in rel, 
tion to the ferries. 

Mr. BOWNE. I simply want to say on the 
part of Brooklyn, that I most cheerfully accep 
that amendment. I do not want to spend a dollar 
till the United States get full jurisdiction. 

Mr. DEAN. This amendment meets the firs: 
objection, and the second is met by the decision of 
the supreme court of the State. 

Mr. TOOMBS. [ think that nothing ought to 
be done in this matter until the conditions which 
the gentleman from New York has inserted sha! 
be complied with, even if then. I would not ap- 
propriate a single dollar until this difficulty about 
title and jurisdiction was settied. It has been a 
fundamental principle of this Government never to 
put the money down until we get a fair title and 
jurisdiction. We ought not to put the public 
money down until the title has been extinguished 
and jurisdiction ceded. They can wait twelve 
months until the next Congress meets. We ought 
not to rely upon telegraphic dispatches that may 
never be carried out. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the committee 
rise, with a view of stopping the debate upon this 
subject. We had it all yesterday. 

he question was put, and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. SCHOONMAKER. I wish to make a 
single statement. It has been alleged here that 
the authorities of New York or Brooklyn ceded 
the jurisdiction. Now, under the laws of New 
York, neither the city of New York nor of Brook- 
_ have power to grant the right to build a dock. 

hat power is vested entirely in the State of New 
York. 

Mr. DEAN. [have modified my amendment 
so as to make it read: 

Provided, That no part of the appropriation shall be ex- 
pended until the State of New York shall cede the jurisdic 
tion over the navy-yard to the United States, and until the 
title to said land is settled. 

Mr. BOWNE. I hope that amendment will 
be adopted. 

Mr. STUART. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mreape and 
PENNIMAN were appointed. 

The question was put, and the tellers reporteé— 
ayes 88, noes not counted. 

So Mr. Dean’s amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the Senate 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move an amendment to the 
Senate amendment, so that in the event the com- 
mittee should adopt it, certain expenditures may 
be made at this yard before even jurisdiction may 
be ceded to the Government of the United States. 
There is an amount due for completing the engine- 
house, and for repairs of all kinds. In the event 
jurisdiction is not ceded to the Government of the 
United States by the State of New York, those 
two items, amounting to $48,000, will be neces- 
sary during the ensuing fiscal year. 1 move to 
add at the end of the proviso these words: 

Except so much as may be necessary for completing en- 
gine-house, and repairs of all kinds. 

Mr. THOMAS H. HOWE. Do I under- 
stand the gentleman from Missouri to say that 
there is already a debt due for work done at the 
navy-yard? 

Mr. PHELPS. The fact of the case is this: 
There was a continuing contract for the comple- 
tion of the engine-house connected with the dry- 
dock, and a sufficient amount will be needed during 
the early part of the fiscal year to pay the con- 
tractors. 

Mr. SACKETT. Do I understand that the 
amendment of the gentleman is to cover a debt 
already incurred, and that has been incurred in 


cessary in the use of the dry-dock that has been 
constructed ? 
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Mr PHELPS. The House adopted these items: 


For completing engine house, $30,000. 
; repairs of all Kinds, $18,000.” 


| merely wish to have those items excepted from 

yperation of the amendment of the gentleman 

vm New York, and to have them appropriated 

iuny event. 

Mr. SACKETT. Certainly. 

Mr. PHELPS. The residue of the items are 

e subject to the restriction contained in the 
iso. 

Mr. SACKETT. You cannot use the dry-dock 
without the engine-house. 

Mr. CARTTER. I think there has been time 

h consumed upon this subject, and if there 
lisposition to debate it further, [ sha move that 

e committee rise for the purpose of closing de- 

i.e. 

The question was taken on Mr. Pue.ps’samend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

he amendment of the Senate as amended was 
then concurred in. 

Thirteenth amendment of the Senate: 

‘Page 12, line 20, after the word ‘ef? insert, ‘ com- 
nander’s quarters, Conveying water into navy-yard and 
reservoir ;’ 80 as to make the paragraph read: 

‘For filling in timber-dock, completion of command 
jer’s quarters, conveying water into navy-yard and reser 
voir, extending boiler shop,”? &c. 

Mr. PHELPS. That is an estimate for repairs 
and improvements in the navy-yard in this city. 
The Committee on Ways and Means struck out 


those two items, deeming them unnecessary. The | 


Senate have restored them. 

The question was taken; and the amendment of 
the Senate was disagreed to. 

Fourteenth amendment of the Senate: 


‘‘ Page 7, line 4, after the word ‘ guns,’ 
tures, and gas for lighting yard.’ ”’ 


Mr. PHELPS. 
same paragraph. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was disagreed to. 

Fifteenth amendment of the Senate: 

= bu. ¢ 7, line 7, strike out ‘ 162’ and insert in lieu there- 
of §200.? 

Mr. PHELPS. That is, in fact, a part of the 
same amendment, increasing the appropriation. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was disagreed to. 


Sixteenth amendment of the Senate: 

‘Page 7, line 11, after the word ‘timber-dock,’ insert 
‘carpenters’ workshop, and cart-shed, building for muster 
and other offices.’ ” 

Mr. PHELPS. That is a restoration of some 
estimates for the Norfolk navy-yard. The Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means struck out those 
items and reduced the appropriation accordingly. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was disagreed to. 


Seventeenth amendment of the Senate: 

‘* Page 7, line 17, after the word ‘ and,’ strike out ‘ four- 
teen’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘ sixty.’ ”’ 

Mr. PHELPS. That is really part of the same 
amendment. It is to increase the appropriation 
so as to conform to the foregoing amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was disagreed to. 


Eighteenth amendment of the Senate: 


“Page 8, line 4, after the word ‘ and,’ strike cut 
§ $25,900,’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘$61,505 ;’ so as to 
make the paragraph read : 

** Pensacola, Florida.—For permanent wharf, paint-shops, 
and cooperage, construction of deep basin and dredging, 
rebuilding central wharf and wharves I and C, smoke-stack 
and extending machine-shops, mooring-anchors, cables and 
fixtures for mooring and operating floating dock, aud for re 
pairs of all kinds, $61,505.*’ 

The question was taken and the amendment of 
the Senate was disagreed to. 


Nineteenth amendment of the Senate: 


‘ Page 8, line7, after the word ‘ for,’ insert ‘ excavation, 
embankment, and grading.’ 


Twentieth amendment of the Senate: 

‘*Line 10, (same page,) after the word ‘river,’ insert 
‘ pavements, drains, ditches, and privies.’ 

Twenty-first amendment of the Senate: 


‘Page 8, line 10, after the word ‘ kind,’ strike out 
* $43,976,’ and insert in lieu thereof, $126,468.” ”” 


Mr. PHELPS. Those amendments relate to 
the Memphis navy-yard. If adopted, they will 


insert ‘ gas-fix- 


That is another item in the 


make the clause read as follows: 


“ Memphis, Tennessee.—For excavation, embankment, 
and grading, completing hemp-house, completing blacksmith 
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shop and office building, cisterns tor rope- walk, culvert from 
rope walk toriver, pavements, drains, ditches, and privies, 


| and for repairs of all kinds, $126,468.”’ 


The question was taken, and the amendments 
of the Senate were disagreed to. 

Twenty-second amendment of the Senate: 

** Page 8, line 19, after the word * for,’ insert ‘a foundery, 
machine-shop.’ 

Twenty-third amendment of the Senate: 

* Line twenty, (same page,) after the word * storehouse,’ 
insert * boiler-shop, engine-shop, and pattern-shop.’ ”’ 


Twenty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 


“Same line, after the word ‘ wharf,’ insert ‘and for a 
steam-engine and machinery, including transportation.’ ” 

Twenty-fifth amendment of the Senate: 

“Same line, strike out * 
thereof, § $500,000.° ”° 

Mr. PHELPS. Those amendments relate to 
the completion of the navy-yard at San Francisco, 
California. The House appropriated $100,000, 
and the Senate have stricken that out, and inserted 
$500,000. 1 hope we shall take one vote upon 
those amendments. If the amendments are adopt- 
ed, the clause will read: 


$100,000," and insert in lieu 


** San Francisco, California.—F or a foundery, machine 
shop, blacksmith-shop, carpenter shop, storehouse, boiler 
shop, engine-shop, pattern shop, and wharf, and for a steam 
engine and machinery, including transportation, $500,000.” 


The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ments of the Senate were disagreed to. 
Twenty-sixth amendment of the Senate: 


** Line twenty-one, (same page,) in the clause appropri 
ating for San Francisco, California, after the word 
insert ‘or any part thereof.’ ”’ 


* sum,’ 


Twenty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 


** In line twenty-three, after the word ‘ to,’ 


insert ‘ and 
jurisdiction of ;’”’ 


So as to make the proviso read: 

‘ Provided, That before this sum, or any part thereof, 
shall be expended, the Attorney General of the United 
States shall decide that the United States have good title to 
and jurisdiction of the land upon which the buildings are 
to be erected.”’ 

Mr. PHELPS. That is a proviso ening 
the California navy-yard. It is right, and ought 
to be adopted. 

The question was taken, and the amendments 
of the Senate were concurred in. 


Twenty-seventh and a half amendment of the 
Senate: 


‘* Page 8, after line 24, insert: 

‘¢ And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to 
complete and carry into execution the verbal contract for a 
basin and railway in California, in connection with the 
floating dry-dock, as made by the late Secretary in pursu 


| ance of authority for that purpose given by the act of Sep 


tember 23, 1850, entitled * An act making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year ending 30th June, 1851,’ and 
as stated in the letter of said late Secretary, addressed to 
the Hon. Howell Cobb, Speaker of the House of Represent 
atives, dated the 2lst day of January, 1851, towards the 
execution of which $150,000 is hereby appropriated: Pro- 
vided, Thatin the judgment of the Secretary, such basin 


|| and railway are necessary, and will be useful to the public 


service.”’ 


Mr. TOOMBS. I move to strike out $150,000. 

Mr. Chairman, I| rise for the purpose of ma- 
king a brief statement in relation to this scheme 
which has been presented, and forced upon this 
House more than once, and has as often been re- 
jected. These persons who have the patent for 
this dry-dock, basin and railway, came to this 
House as much as five years ago, and represented 
that by this discovery a great saving could be 
made to the Government, that a dry-dock, basin 
and railway could be built for about $300,000 an- 
swering a better purpose than astone dock. Un- 
der these circumstances, a provision was inserted 
in the naval bill, giving them a contract for the con- 
struction of one of these docks at the navy-yards 
of Pensacola, Kittery, and Philadelphia; and these 
docks, basins, and railways, which were to be 
built for about $300,000 each, have already cost 
the Government $2,600,000. They then came 
here some time during the last Congress and 
asked for a small appropriation of $100,000 or 
$150,000 to build one in California in pursuance 
of a clause in the naval bill of the year before, and 
the clause was repealed by Congress upon a full 
review of the whole question. ; 
the Navy stated that he had entered into a verbal 


' contract for a dry-dock, basin, and railway, for 


| floor the other day, after a full review of the | 


which the contractors were to receive about 
$150,000; but the House of Representatives, as 
I said in the presence of gentlemen upon this 





The Secretary of 
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whoie case repealed that iIaw so 

and railway were concerned. 

Mr. Graham, In a special report, referred to that 
subject, and told us that for $425,000 a dry-dock 
might be built suitable for all the purposes of the 
Government. But now 
who were charged by other parties seeking the 
contract with expending $90,800 in bribery, to 
get this dry-dock anpropriation through the House, 
after taking a contract for $625,000 under the act 
repealing thelaw under which they claimed a verbal 
contract, come forward and insist 
bal contract being carried into effect; and they have 
induced the Senate to put into this amendment a 
provision which, if adopted, is to overslaugh 


these very contractors, 


upon this ver- 


this 
pon a fullexamination of the 
subject, repealed the law under which this verbal 
contract was entered into. Instead of a dry-dock 
at $425,000, we get a dock for $625,000 reported 


\ 


House, after it has, ups 


to us, with the assurance that as soon as it isdone 
it will answer all the purposes of the Government. 
You have established this dock under a pul 

pledge of a public officer of the Gover: ment, that 
it will answer all the purposes for which a dock is 
needed, and yet gentlemen come forward and tell 
us that it is worthless unless you build a basin 
and railway. l haveeonly to say that if it is true 
that we must now build this basin and railway, 
when we have the pledge of a public officer of the 
Government that it would not be required, the offi- 
cers who first made these estimates and th 
ment must have been entirely Incompetent. 

Mr. EWING. I desire to ask the gentleman 
if the Secretary of the Navy, who isa good Whig, 
and in whose recommendations I have entire con- 
fidence, did not recommend this appropriation as 
absolutely necessary ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not wish to hear any- 
thing from the gentleman about Whig or Demo- 
crat. I want men in this House, of all 

arties, to unite with me to protect the Treasury. 

Mr. EWING. But will the gentleman tel! me 
whether the Secretary did not recommend this as 
absolutely essential to render the appropriations 
already made available? 

Mr. TOOMBS. The gentleman must 70 to the 
Secretary’s report for his recommendation. | am 
stating the parliamentary history of this question, 
and not discussing the Secretary’s recommenda- 
tion. 

Mr. EWING. 
about bribery. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Well, I have only stated what 
Il know. I have not brought in the statement of 
the Secretary of the Navy, and if the gentleman 
chooses to rely upon him, let him do so. lam 
only stating the legislative history of the question. 
1 have no personal knowledge of any bribery. I 
only sta’e that charges were made by these peo- 
ple that $90,000 had been expended tn bribery in 
getting the first contracts, and that the parties 
charged and the parties making the charge have 
become very quiet on the subject, and I presume 
have shared the public plunder. 

Mr. EWING. When were 
made? 

Mr. TOOMBS. After the passage of the first 
contract by the House of Representatives. 1 pre- 
sume these parties charged were joint contractors 
for the building of this dock. 

Mr. EWING. Butl desire to know at what 
time were they made? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I 
time. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I am opposed 
to the amendment of the gentleman from George 
That gentieman has undertaken to state what are 
facts to this committee, and | have no doubt that 
has been his intention, but I think he is very far 
from having done so. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
rected. 

Mr. STANTON. These parties, who subse- 
quently united, had different inventions, one for a 
sectional dock, and the other for a balance dock: 
but a union between these parties was made 
or eight years ago, and had no reference to this 
dock There was no such union 
made at that time as was represented by the 


state- 


honest 


But the gentleman speaks 


these charges 


do not know the precise 


a. 


I shall be very glad to be cor- ” 


even 


in California. 


ren- 
tleman from Georvia, as | understood him. 

Mr. TOOMBS. What I stated w tharged 
by these parties was made in writing and laid 


upon the desk of every member during the last 
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Congress. It was charged that those other par- 
sien haa united, and had spent $90,000 in bribery, 

Mr. STANTON. I remember that during the 
last Congress some outside parties, who had ap- 
plied to the Secretary of the Navy, after this con- 
tract was made, and who may have applied to 
the gentleman from Georgia, for aught | know, 
laid upon the desks of members a paper filled 
with insinuations, which I am astonished the gen- 
tleman from Georgia should repeat in this House 
to-night, making charges against gentlemen who 
had been members of this House, but were not 
at that time members of Congress. Now, if the 
gentleman from Georgia has any insinuations or 
any charges to make, let him make them boldly 
and openly. 

Mr. TOOMBS. [make no insinuations. When 
I makecharges | makecharges. 1 insinuated noth- 
ing. Itisnot my way of dealing with men or ques- 
tions. 

Mr.STANTON. Well, sir, the facts are these: 
These gentlemen made a proposition to do this 
work for the prices which the Secretary himself, 
upon his own estimate, and upon the estimate of 
the Bureau of Construction, admitted were fair. 
They said the work could not be done for less. 

Sut these third parties, who wanted the contract, 
endeavored by every means in their power to op- 
erate upon the Secretary of the Navy, to induce 
him to violate the contract which he had made; 
and this paper to which the gentleman from Geor- 
via has alluded was designed to effect the same 
purpose. It is what | consider, and what the 
committee of the Senate, of which Mr. Mason 
was at the head, declared to be a violation of the 
public faith, at the suggestion of interested parties 
who desired to get the contract for themselves. 
But I understand the gentleman from Georgia to 
say that these contractors proposed originally to 
build a dock, basin, and railway for $300,000. 
There was some such proposition, but | assure 
the gentleman that there has never been any 
change in the terms of the contract entered into 
by these gentlemen, except that the appropriation 
for the work has been increased in proportion to 
the increased capacity of the dock by the addition 
of a basin and railway. Now, what were the cir- 
cumstances in relation to this matter? The objec- 
tion was made to the floating dock, that it would 
not be suitable without a basin, and that with a 
basin, it would be inferior to a permaneat stone 
dock. Hence these parties made an invention by 
which, when the vessel is elevated upon one of 
these floating docks, it is floated into the basin 
which is filled with water, and is as permanent as 
a stone dock itself. 

Sut | can inform this committee, that in Cali- 
fornia, a stone dock, suitable for the purposes of 
the Government, cannot be built for less than 
$15,000,000; and [can inform them further, that 
one of these floating dry-docks,with its basin and 
railway, will perform ten times as much service 
as the stone dock in the city of New York, which 
cost the Government upwards of $2,000,000. 
There is not a private company in the world 
which has ever built a permanent stone dock. 

{| Here the hammer fell.] 

The question now being upon the adoption of 
the amendment, 

Mr. TOOMBS, by ananimous consent, with- 
drew it. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I renewsthe amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. Chairman, I only desire to say a word in 
reference to this dry-dock, I recollect the history 
of it, perhaps better than any other gentlemen upon 
the floor, and therefore | feel it my duty to state 
what were the facts. When this subject first came 
up, | was a member of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. We had the advocates of the sectional 
dock and of the balance dock before us, and there 
was the most inveterate fight between them that I 
ever knew between any parties, The result was, 
that they compromised the matter by an agree- 
ment similar to what the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. ‘Toomss] has stated, and the whole difficulty 
was atanend. Before this, each was contending 
that the plan recommended by the other wasa bad 
one; the advocates of the sectional dock maintained 
that the balance dock was useless, and the advo- 
cates of the balance dock maintained that the sec- 
tional dock was useless. But they compromised 
the matter, and after that the sectional dock, which 
had beer denounced as useless by the advocates 


| propriation available? 


of the balance dock, became a good dock with 
them, and the balance dock became a good dock 
with the advocates of the sectional dock. I ex- 
amined the matter fully, and I had great difficulty 
in determining which was the best; but the gentle- 
man from Georgia is entirely correct in stating 
that these parties united, as | can say from my 
own personal knowledge, for I was at that time 
at the head of the Naval Committee, before whom 
the matter was discussed at the time the agree- 
ment was made. I do not know upon what terms 
the agreement was made, but I recollect perfectly 
well that it was made; that the whole difficulty 
was settled, and both docks were purchased. 

Mr. CARTTER. Mr. Chairman, I am a little 
anxious that this matter should be understood, or 
at least to know whether I understand it or. not. 
I care nothing about Mr. Moody, or about these 
other parties. I have no personal acquaintance 
with either of them. I care nothing about them, 
and I do not think they have anything legitimately 
to do with the subject before the House. What 
I desire to understand, and what I think this 
House should understand, is the condition of the 
harbor of San Francisco, and the interest and 
wants of the commerce upon our Pacific coast. 
That is what should be understood and treated 
properly by this committee. The amendment of 
the Senate now under consideration, if I under- 
stand it, gives no premium to any one. It is to 
render a service upon the estimates of the Depart- 
ment. 1 

This is the existing condition of the dry-docks 
in California: The sectional part of this dry-dock, 
as is represented by the Executive department of 
this Government, is unprotected, in the bay of San 
Francisco, from the winds, either by a pier or by 
a basin. It is also represented that the expense 
of protecting it by a pier is greater than what 
would be required to complete the basin of the 
dock, which basin operates as a shield to the op- 
eration of the sectional part of the dock, in place 
of a pier. 

Now, sir, you voted to San Francisco, much 
against my will and judgment, to pile up a mass 
of stone at the gateway of that bay and harbor, 
and you are leaving, if the Department utters the 
truth about it, the entire commerce of that region 
to the mercy of the boisterous winds and seas of 
that place. If this be true, well-guarded provis- 
ions ought to be made for its security; and it is 
the present exposure of that dock, in its uncom- 
pleted condition, to which I wish at this time to 
call the attention of the committee; and if I have | 
made myself understood, thatis all I desire. 

Mr. EWING. I move to increase the appro- 
priation one dollar. I have seen appropriations 
defeated here more than once, by vague insinua- 
tions, which we have no power, no time, and no 
opportunity to investigate. I give the gentleman | 
from Georgia [Mr. ‘Toomss] full credit for being | 
honest in his purpose. I believe him to be an 
honest guardian of the public Treasury, and at the 
same time | can give him some credit for liberality. 

Now, sir, if | understand this question, there | 
has been $650,000 appropriated for certain pur- 
poses, and the Secretary of the Navy—who has 


| not been bribed—tells us that this appropriation of 
| $150,000 for this railway and dry-dock, is abso- | 
lutely essential to make the former appropriations || 


available. I have seen upon this and upon similar | 
appropriations, a whole delegation from the At- 
lantic sea-board march up and vote against appro- | 
priations for the Pacific sea-board. Talk about 
profusion and prodigality in the expenditures on | 
that sea-board, and | point you to the millions, 
the untold millions, that have been appropriated to | 
the Atlanlic sea-board in times gone by. 
I feel interested in this as a western man; and I | 
look forward to the day when China’s teas and | 
Burmese silks shall cross the bosom of the Mis- 
sissippi valley on their way to Europe—when the | 
rich Asiatic trade shall cross our borders on its | 
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have been expended upon your Atlantic sea-boarg 
upon its harbors, its light-houses, and in makin. 
experiments connected with such matters, . 

Now, sir, l ask that the committee shall ta}, 
this into consideration, and if there is in this ma. 
ter anything of injustice, any bribery or corryp. 
tion, let the charges be met, and let us not |, 
frightened—as I have sometimes been frightened 


| out of our votes, by insinuations of corruption 


| 


bargain, and bribery. 

The Secretary of the Navy, I believe, has no 
been bribed; he has not been charged with it, and 
he is a competent officer, and certainly one jp 
whose recommendation we ought to have much 
confidence. 


[Here the hammer fell.] 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


[A message was here received from the Senate 
by the hands of Assury Dickins, its Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate had receded 
from all its amendments to the Post Office appro- 
priation bill which were disagreed to by the 
House. ]} 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
report from the Committee of Conference upon the 
Post Office appropriation bill. 

The committee upon the part of the House, 
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
upon that bill, met the committee appointed upon 
the part of the Senate, and they were not able to 
agree upon any one of the disagreeing votes. A 
message, however, has just been received from the 
Senate notifying the House that the Senate has 
receded from all its amendments disagreed to by 
the House, and of course the bill stands passed. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. MARSHALL. Inthe five minutes which 


are allowed for the discussion of this subject, it is 


wholly impossible to enter into those mechanical 
details which are necessary clearly to demonstrate 
all the propositions which I propose to defend, 
and to show the necessity, the absolute necessity, 
of the appropriation under discussion, to render 
at all available the much larger appropriation of 
$650,000, which has already been expended in the 
construction of this dry-dock. We have already, 
as every one knows, voted $650,000 for the con- 


| struction of what is called a sectional dry-dock in 


| upon it. 


way to the Atlantic sea-board. || 


I feel interested in this as a western man, and 
no one will charge us with prodigality, for we 
have had no appropriations of this sort. The | 
day will come when we will command justice to 
the West upon this floor. Now, sir, if there is | 
bribery in this matter, where is it? Is there | 
bribery in reference to this appropriation of only 
$150,000, which the Secretary of the Navy tells 
us is absolutely essential to make the former ap- 


| 


the Bay of San Francisco. Every gentleman in 
this House, who has given this subject any atten- 
tion, is well aware that the sectional dry-dock is 
builtof wood and of perishable materials, and that 
it is a floating structure, that being the very prin- 
ciple upon which it operates. The dock is sunk 
and receives the vessel, and by its floating qualities 
raises the vessel so that it may be worked upon 
and repaired. Unless thereis a basin and railway 
added to it, in that stormy bay, in which, I assure 
you, seas sometimes rise which are formidable to 
small vessels, and in which the tide flows at the 
rate of seven or eight miles an hour, some day 
or other our sectional dry-dock will be found float- 
ing out into the Pacific ocean. 

This has cost us $650,000, and the question with 
which this House has to deal, and upon which it 
is called upon to act, is, shall we throw away this 
appropriation entirely, or shall we, by an additional 
appropriation of $150,000, render the former avail- 
able for the purposes we originally had in view? 
The railway and basin, while it would protect 
the dock, would answer the additional purpose of 
extending, indefinitely, accommodations to the 
immense number of vessels which may be repaired 

The perishable part of this dock has 
cost no more than the perishable part of the dock 
in Brooklyn, while over $2,000,000 have been ex- 
pended at the latter place in the stone work and 
other permanent parts of the structure. The dock 
at California can be completed for a considerably 
less sum, and the basin and railway can be added 
to it, augmenting its efficiency, and affording it 
absolute security, for the appropriation now pro- 
- to be made. It is an appropriation abso- 
utely necessary to render useful that which we 
already have expended. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. EWING. If there is no objection, I with- 
draw my amendment. 


No objection was made, and the amendment 
was accordingly withdrawn. 
Mr. WASHBURN. I move to increase the 


Millions upon millions |! appropriation twenty dollars. I do not know how 
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this question will be decided, but I trust it will be || invoked_to construct floating docks, basins, and | in and sustained by corruption, not, I say again, 
iecided on its true merits, and on the true issuein | railways at Pensacola, Philadelphia, and Kittery, | by gentlemen from that quarter. 


it 


che case, and not on side issues. It seems to me | in Maine, under the representation of a cost of “Mr. MARSHALL. 1 would ask the genile- 
it the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Toomss,]} |, about $300,000 at each place; but the cost at all | man whether they have not such a dock as we 

with more ingenuity than ingenuousness, has || the three places swelled up before they were fin- want, in Philadelphia, in full and successful opera- 
dertaken to divert the attention of the House | ished to the enormous amount of $3,000,000 and tion? 

from the question really before us. What is the | upwards, if | mistake not. And yet the same Mr. STEVENS. Sir, is that an argument for 


question—not what is the character of the con- || contractors came here and asked us to enter intoa  meor you? They may have docks there. They 
tr .ctors, not as to the history of the matter in the | contract with them for building a similar work at have there what Norfolk, New York, and other 
nast, not as to what has been done by them—but | San Francisco, where the cost must be much places have, not a basin and railway, but a dry- 
what does the convenience and the necessity of | greater. They got a clause inserted in the naval dock. I say this is not the time nor the hour, at 
the country require now in reference to this matter? | bill at the heel of the session in September, 1850, the expiring moments of Congress, in the confu- 
As I understand, a contract has been made, which | authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to make a sion and noise, and surrounded by thousands of 
is now nearly, if not entirely executed by com- || contract with them. It was said that hedid make outside pressure, to pass away your millions, and 
netent parties, for the construction of a dry-dock. || a verbal contract with them to build it for about | shall certainly vote against the bill. 

| have not heard it said by the gentleman from || $1,500,000—I forget the exact amount. Well, in Mr. SWEETSER. 1 desire, Mr. Chairman, 
Georgia, or any other gentleman on this floor, || March afterwards, two yearsago—I wishthecom- | before the question is takex upon the Senate 
that that contract has not been well executed, or || mittee to listen, and hear what Congress then said amendment upon which this debate has ensued, 
that it was unreasonable and the work cost more | upon the subject of that alleged contract, now to call the attention of the House, and the gentle- 


than it ought to have cost: notatall. Does any | brought to light again—lI read from the law: men who oppose the merits of the appropriation, 
ventleman pretend to say that a ee of some ‘¢ For the floating dry-dock in California, $150,000; and | to give the legislative history of the measure of a 
kind is not necessary on our Pacific coast? Cer- || the Secretary of the Navy is hereby required so to modify | dry-dock and basin, as it transpired in the last 


tainly not. Does anybody pretend to say that there || the contract alleged to have beeu made on the 17th January | session of Congress. And in this | differ in point 
ean ‘be any other kind of dock constructed there last 7 to confine the sum tothe construction of the floating of fact widely from the honorable ventleman f “om 
. —" ‘ . : 5 dock alone, without the basin and railway: Provided, ; : lee : 5 
but a balance dock? Certainly not; for, as some || ‘The contractors will agree to do the work at the estimates. Georgia, [Mr. Toomas.} 
ventiemen have stated, it would cost $15,000,000 || made by the Department in November and December last: Sir, it will be remembered that the then Secre- 
to build a stone dock there. “Ind provided, ‘The Secretary considers the said esumates | tary of the Navy, after carefully examining the 
Then this is settled, that we must have a dock eeensiaiecteaepilrherie onbusthaeniatebdaemmaas © proposals of Messrs. Dacon, Moody & Co., 
at San Francisco, and one that can be accessible f , f : \" Pe caused estimates to be made by officers of the 
and available for our navy andcommercial marine Let it be borne in mind by this committee that | Government, and with full and impartial data, 
there. Can this be without we make some pro- that alleged verbal contract, if it ever existed, was | entered into a contract with said Dacon, Moody 
vision for protecting and securing it? Certainly modified both by the Government and the con- | &Co., forthe construction of adry-dock and basin, 
not. You have thrown away your $650,000, un- || tractors. This House put the seal of its disap- | for a sum less than the estimates, The contract 
less you make some provision for a basin and probation on it. The law of 1850, authorizing a | was reduced to writing, under the instructions of 
railway, and that is the true question before the | Contract for the basin and railway to be made, | the Secretary, and about the time of agreeing 
House. I think that the commercial interests of | W2S passed just at the heel of asession, onanight, | some officious persons from New York and else- 
this country, and the ship-masters and ship-owners | 8 & late hour, just as it is now brought up—on || where, who were anxious to become contractors 
of my State—and there are hundreds and perhaps | JUS¢ such a night and hour as this. It never shows themselves, published a pamphlet in which certain 
thousands of vessels owned there now riding in the itself in the broad light of day, but wealways find prave yet undefined charges were made against 
Pacific ocean—will not be satisfied with this dis- || !t at the last hour of a session, in the darkness of somebody not specified; and members of Congress 
cussion, if they find the question has been decided night, prowling about like an evil spirit. Mem- | that were then supposed to have friends interested 
on collateral issues, and not on the true merits of bers are then attempted to be gulled about the | jn vacating the aforesaid arrangement of the See- 
the case. commerce of the country. ‘ retary, made a move in the House of Representa- 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The gentleman Mr. HART. 1 would be glad to know of the tives which for a time suspended the completion 
talks as though we had no dock at San Francisco. || gentleman whether a proposition of the same char- | of the contract made by the Secretary. 


We have one there; and why is it not available || acter was not submitted in daylight, while the A debate sprung up in relation to the charges 
nd useful? The Secretary of the Navy, Hon. Naval appropriation bill was under consider- made, and the action of the Secretary. It ended, 
William A. Graham, told us two years ago that || ation? 2 P . _ | however, in the conviction that the charges were 
the dock we then authorized to be constructed was Mr. STEPHENS. And the House tien, as it | slanders, and that a dry-dock was necessary in 
ample and sufficient for all of the purposes of the has for the last three years, when it had daylight | California. The Government were then engaged 
Government and the commerce of that section of | to consider it, repudiated it. in the construction of a similar dock and basin at 
the country. | [Here the hammer fell.) Philadelphia and Kittery, under a contract with 
Mr. EWING. What does the Secretary say Mr. STEPHENS then, by unanimousconsent, the same men. The basin and railway had not 
now? withdrew his amendment. been finished, and it was sugested that the float- 


Mr.STEPHENS. I intend to take up both Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I move to | ing-dock would answer a good purpose without 
points, and each by itself. [I ask the chairman of || strike out all ofthe appropriation except $100,000, | the basin and railway; and inasmuch as the Gov- 
the Committee on Naval Affairs whether the Sec- || and I do so, because I believe that this is not the | ernment were engaged in the construction of a 
retary of the Navy did not, two years ago, tell the || time, nor the manner to pass a gigantic bill of this || similar work at Philadelphia, it might be well to 
country that the dock then authorized to be built || kind. It was brought before the House at the last “suspend the contract for the basin and railway 


was ample and sufficient ? || Congress, deliberately considered, and finally re- || until an experiment had been made, testing the 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. TheSecretary | pudiated. utility and necessity; and for that reason alone the 


of the Navy—Mr. Graham—-said, at first, that the Now, it comes in at the heel of this session, when | House modified thearrangement made by the Sec- 
dock would be efficient by building a pier; but af- || we cannot consider it properly, and | am going to || retary, as aforesaid, and authorized the construe- 
terwards, that there must be eithera pier or basin || say, without fear of denunciation, what the gen- || tion of the dock without the necessary basin for 
to make it efficient. [ think that he yields his || ttleman from Georgia has said, that [ believe it to | its usefulness and protection. 

. 








preference for the basin. be carried by corruption. I believe that the agents Subsequently, the basin and railway at Phila- 
Mr. STEPHENS. That pier has been built || —I do not come into the House—I believe that | delphia and Kittery have been completed, and ex- 
or contracted for the agents who surround this Hall and this Con- | periments have shown that the dry-docks, basin, 
Several Mempers. No, sir! gress, are to get their hundreds and thousands if it and railways referred to were the most complete 
Mr. STEPHENS. A contract has been en- passes. and efficient structures, for the purposes designed, 
tered into for its construction. Whetherit is com- Mr. EWING. Do you believe it? ever invented or brought into practical use; and 
pleted or not I do not know Mr. STEVENS. I believe it, and I have suf- | all this accomplished in open day by the same 
Mr. STANTON. No, sir! ficient evidence to convince myself of it. What | men that are denounced upon this floor. 
Mr. STEPHENS. In the documents I find || will govern me may not others, and I am only Another point was made by the honorable gen- 
the following: stating a motive of myown conduct. When this tleman, (Mr. Toomas.| He said that this dock 


‘ A subsequent contract, by authority of law, was made || bill was up before, it was opposed by an honora- | was not wanted by the Government, and, as a 
with the contractors, requiring them to prepare piers and | ble gentleman from New York, whose name | will | proof of the fact, stated that the Government has 
safe accommodations for, and allowing them to use the hie 4 : : a 
dock, under certain restrictions, for three years, or until || 20t be induced to mention, for he is not here now, |, rented the dock to the contractors for three years, 
the United States shall resume its control, and prepare a | and I therefore have no authority to do so, and || free of charge. 
place for its accommodation and safe-keeping.”’ he was about having it defeated, when he was Now, sir, wheat are the facts? The Govern- 

What do you say to this statement? Yes, sir; || called on by the other party, and offered $10,000 | ment having no harbor for the dock, and not 
a contract has been entered into for the building | cash if he would withdraw his opposition, and let | understanding the management of it, rented it to 
of those piers, for so it is stated in one of the of- || it pass. And I believe him, for | know him to be || the contractors for three years, upon condition 
ficial documents emanating from the Treasury De- || a man of no deception. I believe, sir, that now, that they shall do all the work needed by the Gov- 
partment. So the piers have been contracted for; || not by members from California, for they would | ernment free of charge, as a consideration, allow- 
whether the work is done I do not know. But || scorn it, but by others who have their thousands | ing them, when the dock is not wanted for the 
now we are asked to save the dock by authorizing | depending—this bill has been brought up at this use of the Government, to use it in the repairing 
the building of a basin and railway, which, per- || moment, put on in the Senate, and is to be pressed | of the mercantile marine at San Francisco. 


haps—looking to California prices—will cost a || through the House without proper time for delib- It will be remembered that this structure is com- 
million and a half of dollars! eration and discussion. I believe that the present | plicated and expensive, and might be ruined by 
Mr. Chairman, I do hope that this committee | dock, with some improvements, may be made to careless or inexperienced operators. The Gov- 


will pause and reflect on the history of this mat- || answer well in California; but if it cannot give us ernment has acted wisely, and has made an ad- 
ter, which was stated by my colleague, [Mr. | time so that the matter may be thoroughly inves- | vantageous arrangement. Sir, will this Hotse 
Toomss.] Some five or six years ago we were |! tigated, I will not go fora bill which is brought | reject this measure because facilities wil! be afford- 
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ed to the commerce of the world by the construc- 
tion of this dock, and the contract alluded to for 
its operation? [tis an imposition upon the judg- 
ment and good sense of this House to attempt to 
defeat a measure upon such statements, unsup- 
ported as they are. 1 call upon the House to dis- 
miss the impressions which have been produced 
by the gentleman’s denunetations. 

"Sir, | cannot keep my seat, or preserve my pa- 
tience with the outrages that have been committed 
in this debate. | voted for the dock in the Thirty- 
first Congress. | advocated the measure then, I 
shall vote for the basin and railway now, for the 
reasons that are most obvious. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens] dare charge me 
with bribery? Will the members of this House be 
driven from their propriety, or be alarmed by the 
denunciations of the honorable gentlemen from 
Georgia? {Messrs. Toomss and Srepruens.] I 
trust they will not. 

Sir, the point made that this measure is forced | 
upon the House at the last hour of the session, 
and that an evil spirit hovers over this Hall, comes 
with bad grace from those honorable gentlemen. 
They will recollect that it was on the last night of 
a session of this House, when a Galphin made his 
appearance, and that Georgia has the credit of 
having introduced him here. Nay, more: that the 
honorable gentlemen themselves were his sponsors, 
on that occasion, and have been his excusers—no, 
sir, his defenders, in this House since. Sir, I 
repeat, that the voice of Georgia, eloquent as it 
may be, should be the last to be heard in charging 
fraud and corruption in this Hall. I will not listen 
in silence. I ask this House to rally from such 
animadversions, and do its duty. 

{Hlere the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STUART. Ido not desire to enter into 
the discussion; but for the purpose of ascertaining 
the sense of the committee, | move that we do 
now rise for the purpose of terminating this de- 
bate, 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had the state of the Union gener- 
erally under consideration, and particularly the 
amendments of the Senate to the naval appropria- 
tion bill, and had come to no conclusion thereon. | 

Mr. STUART. I move to suspend the rule | 
authorizing the five-minutes debate. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. [| moveto suspend 
the discussion in ten minutes after going into com- 
mittee. 

The question was taken on Mr. Srvuarr’s mo- 
tion, and it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the rules be’ 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Orr in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the naval appropria- 
tion bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposition pending 
is the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Srevens.] 

Mr. STEVENS. I withdraw it, if there is no 
objection. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I renew the amend- 
ment, lt is exceedingly disagreeable for me to 
say.a word to the committee, for | am too hoarse 
to speak; and nothing but a sense of duty prompts 
me to do it. I know the whole history of the 
connection of the Government with these floating 
dry-docks, and | undertake to say that when the 
matter was thoroughly investigated before this | 
House, everything was granted towards the Cali- 
fornia dock which was thought reasonable; and 
what we did appeared to be satisfactory to them. 
The objection was made at that time that they 
would come back here, as they are coming back, 
for an additional appropriation. But it was as 
distinetly understood by the House as it was pos- 
sible for anything to be understood, that they 
were satisfied with what we had done. That is 
the history of this case. I should like to go into 
an examination of this matter more at length; for, 
as | have already said, I know the whole history 
of the connection of the Government with those 
docks, and the contest between the sectional and || 
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the balance dock, but I find that | am too hoarse | 
to pe:mit my doing so; but let mie say this most | 
emphatically, before 1 sit down, that they got | 
everything which we ever meant to grant. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I will only oc- || 


cupy the attention of the committee for two or | 
three minutes. I think the gentlemen who oppose 
this matter resort to a very unfair course of argu- | 
ment. Suppose this first appropriation was ob- | 
tained by fraud, it has been expended for the dock, | 
which cannot be used unless a further appropria- | 
tion bemade. I submit to this committee whether | 
the argument which these gentlemen make use of | 
against the original appropriation, should be per- | 
mitted to make the very money which was ex- | 
pended under that appropriation inoperative in 
every way. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. | 
Bay ty] over the way,says it was understood that 
no more money would be asked for. 
the Secretary say? He says that the floating dry- | 
dock in California, contracted for in obedience to | 
several acts of Congress heretofore passed, has 
been completed and delivered in San Francisco. 
No appropriation was made for the basin and rail- | 
way, without which the dock cannot be safely or | 
usefully employed. I submit it to the decision of 
Congress whether this structure should not be 
made without delay. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Will the gen- 
tleman allow meto reply just there? It is true that 
these contractors have agreed to erect piers, but 
they are of a temporary character; for every one 
knows that they could not afford to erect every- | 
thing except it was temporary, for this year. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. How does | 
every one know it? | 

Mr. STANTON. They are to occupy the | 
dock in order to secure it for three years. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Does the Secretary say so? 

Mr.STANTON. Hedoes. That is the con- 
tract. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will lay this down. I 
take the report of the Secretary for my authority, 
that this dock has been constructed, and that it 
cannot be made useful unless there is a further 
appropriation for a basin and railway. What is 
the argument against it? Will you make that 
dock useful or will you not? Will you withhold 
the appropriation and leave it there to float off into | 


the Pacific, and thus lose the whole sum of money | 
spent in its construction, or will you peri 
$150,000 to carry out the purpose for which that | 
dock was designed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Upon what 
ground does the gentleman base his assertion that | 
this dock will be useless without a basin and 
railway? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Upon the authority of the 
Secretary. 


Mr. STEPHENS. I ask him what he does 


with the same authority, when the Secretary told || 


us, when we appropriated money to complete the 
dock, that it would be ample and sufficient with- 
out basin and railway ? 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Since that, 1 understand 
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the commissioner has been sent out there, who | 
reported to the Secretary of the Navy that it | 
would be useless without this basin or railway, | 
or a pier to protect it. 
Mr. STEPHENS. The pier has been built. | 
Mr. BAYLY. I withdraw my amendment. 
Mr, DEAN. I demand tellers upon the adoption | 
of the amendment. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to say a word in |, 


reference to the Pennsylvania dry-dock. 
[Cries of ** Order !”’ ** Order !”’ ** Order !’?] 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mann and 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
that there were—ayes 73, noes 80. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

{Mr. THOMAS Y. HOW, from the Commit- 
tee on Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 


resolutions of the following titles; which received 
the signature of the Speaker, viz: 

S. R. No. 51. A resolution for the relief of the 
heirs of John De Neufville & Son. 

S. No. 274. Anact for the relief of L. M. Golds- 
borough and others. 

S. No. 236. An act to incorporate the Sisters of | 
Visitation of Washington, in the District of Co- | 
lumbia. 


S. No. 512. An act for the relief of Catharine 











March 3. 
Proctor Hayden, only child and heir of Johy 
White, deceased, late a lieutenant colonel in the 
fourth Georgia battalion of the revolutionary 
rmy. 

S.No. 622. An act authorizing changes in the 
location of land offices. 

S. R. No. 44. A resolution for the relief of the 
Spanish consul and other subjects of Spain, resid- 
ing at New Orleans, and of the subjects of Spain 
residing at Key West, by indemnity for losses 
occasioned in the year 1851.] 


Twenty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 


** Page 9, line 9, after the word ‘ for’ insert * paving Shj 
pen street, walls on Shippen street, and iron railing.’ » 


Twenty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 


‘Line 11, after the word ‘ gutters’ strike out ‘ $5,000. 
and insert in lieu thereof ‘ $9,600.’ ”” j 


Mr. PHELPS. Those two amendments are 

_ parts of the same proposition, and one vote should 
be taken upon them, although they come from the 
Senate as separateamendments. If adopted, they 
will make the clause read as follows: 

** At Philadelphia Naval Asylum.—For paving Shippen 
street, walls on Shippen street, and iron railing, tinning 
roof of asylum, laying water pipes, furnaces, grates and 
ranges, pavements and gutters, $9,600.” 

Mr. FLORENCE. The House will recollect, 

| that when the naval bill was under consideration 


‘|| in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| Union, this proposition was offered. I then asked 
| the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
| Means whether the street on the north side of the 
Naval Asylum had yet been opened. There isa 
' municipal regulation in the city of Philadelphia, 
which requires that when streets are opened, the 
owners of the property on those streets shall pay 
for the grading and pavement. That constitutes 


|| a fund, out of which watching and all other mu- 


nicipal protections are afforded to the property of 

the United States and of private individuals. But 
| the fact that Shippen street will in all probability 
| not be opened before the next session of Congress, 
| seemed in my mind to obviate the necessity of this 
| appropriation at the present time. The Senate 
have, however, put in theappropriation asked for 
| by the governor of the asylum at Philadelphia 
| They may have had more information upon thé 
| subject than the chairman of the Committee on 


|| Ways and Means had when he answered my 


questions. When the street is opened and paved, 
| this amount must be appropriated by the Govern- 

ment for it, and I submit that it is merely a ques- 
tion of time whether we will make the appro- 
| priation now or at some future period. That it 
will have to be made is as certain as that we exist 
here at this time. 
| The question was then taken, and the amend- 
/ ments of the Senate were disagreed to. 


Thirtieth amendment of the Senate: 


** After line 24, insert as follows : 
‘© For wall around hospital grounds, $22,500.” 


Mr. PHELPS. That is for the Naval Asylum 

_at Norfolk. TheCommittee of Ways and Means 
| when considering the estimate of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, refused to insert this item in the bill. 

Several Memsers. It ought not to go in, 

Mr. PHELPS. No, it ought not, 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was rejected. 

Thirty-first amendment of the Senate: 


** Page L1, line 7, after the word ‘ private,’ insert * clerks, 
messengers, stewards.’ 7? 


Thirty-second amendment of the Senate: 


| «Line 8, after the word ‘ shore,’ insert ‘ for rations and 
| clothing for servants.’ ”’ 


Thirty-third amendment of the Senate: 


*¢ Line 9, after the word ‘ clothing,’ insert ‘and rations, 
| bounties for reénlistment, and pay for unexpired terms of 
previous service.’ ”? 


Thirty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 
‘Strike out ‘ $221,767,’ and insert in lieu thereof, $223,- 


§30.° ” 
had examined, and found truly enrolled, bills and i 


Thirty-fifth amendment of the Senate: 


“Page 11, line 11, after the word ‘and,’ where it occur- 
the second time, strike out ‘ eight,’ and insert in lieu theres 
| of * forty-four.’ ” 


_ Mr. PHELPS. All those amendments consti- 

tute one proposition, and may be disposed of b 
one vote. If they are agreed to, the camegieeds 
which provides for the Marine Corps, will read: 


** For pay of officers, non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, privates, clerks, messengers, stewards, and servants 


| serving on share, for rations and elothing for servants, sub- 
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